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       WILMOT UNITED CHURCH  

                                December 9, 2018   

       ADVENT TWO – PEACE     

  
 

 Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory:  Long before those of us who are settlers, and those 

of us who are descendants of settlers, came to this land, there were people here.  Many nations 

of people lived – and live – on the land we call Canada, given responsibility by the Creator to be 

stewards of this land and all that lives on it.  We know these people as First Nations.  Today, as we 

remember what it means to live thankfully, let us give thanks for the First Nations of this land - 

and let us remember that we worship God on the historic territory of the Wolastowqiyik.  As 

Christ’s people, let us be people of Love, of Truth, and of Reconciliation.  

 
Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.  At the points marked * - those who 

are able are invited to stand.                                                                 Presider: The Reverend Rose-Hannah Gaskin  

 

Prelude:                           Noel for the Flutes                                            (Daquin) 

Introit:                              Wait for the Lord                                             VU #22         
               Wait for the Lord, God’s day is near. 
               Wait for the Lord, be strong, take heart! 

Welcome to the Church 

Call to Worship: 
One:     God prepares the way of peace. 
All:        We come, ready to listen. 
One:     Past mistakes are left behind. 
All:       We come, ready to turn around. 
One:      The path forward is clear and easy to follow. 
All:        We come, ready to walk the talk of peace. 
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One:      In daily encounters and through the life and work 
              of the church, we are the way of peace. 
All:          We come to prepare our hearts for the journey.          

*Opening Hymn:               O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                      VU # 1  

Lighting of the Advent Wreath: 
 (one candle is lit)   (based on a liturgy by James Ravenscroft, Gathering 2018) 

 

In the early hours of every morning, as the sun begins to peek over the 

horizon, the dark blue of the night sky slowly begins to show its purple, 

heralding that the night is passing and morning comes. 

As the candle begins to burn we are reminded of the gentle wind that 

each dawn brings, pushing us closer to your promised reign.   

As we wait through this time of Advent for the celebration of Jesus’ 

birth, may we be drawn together in the Spirit’s peace.  Amen    
 (second candle is lit) 

*Hymn:               Hope Is a Star  (verse 2)                                             VU #7 

                        Peace us a ribbon that circles the earth, 

            giving a promise of safety and worth. 

            When God is a child there’s joy in our song. 

            The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 

                        and none shall be afraid. 

Opening Prayer: 
Breath of God, awaken us to your gentle encouragement, which causes 

us to turn around, pay attention, correct our course. Amid the lure of 

the twinkling lights and familiar carol sounds, whisper to us, inviting us 

to seek the quiet centre that grounds our being.  We pray in the name 

of the One who comes.   Amen.   

Storytime for the Young and Young at Heart                          Rev. E. Beairsto 
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*Family Hymn:            A Candle Is Burning   (verses 1 & 2)                        VU #6 

Connecting to Our Hearts’ Longing: 

God of the unexpected and undreamt: 

in this holy season, prepare us; 

prepare us so we can hear again the song of the angels and 

see again the beckoning star.  Amen. 

Silent Prayer 

Assurance of God’s Love  

LISTENING FOR TRUTH 

Prayer of Preparation:                                                                     Kelly Ebbett  

O God, beginning and end, by whose command time runs its course: 

bless our impatience, perfect our faith, and, while we await the 
fulfillment of your promises, grant us hope in your Word.  Amen. 

Scripture Reading:   Luke 1: 68-79 and Luke 3: 1-6 

Congregational Response: 

One:    But as for me, I keep watch for the Lord; 

All:        I wait in hope for God my Saviour,  my God will hear me.  
                                                                                                                                  Micah 7:7 

Anthem:  Child of the Promise                                           (Rouse) 

Sermon:        Preparing Ourselves for Christ’s Coming        Rev. R-H Gaskin 

*Hymn:  On Jordan’s Bank                                              VU #20 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

Announcements 

Invitation to the Offering 

Offertory Music – The Offering and Communion elements are brought forward 
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The Sacrament of Holy Communion – please see insert 
All are welcome to the Lord=s table.  Please follow the ushers= instructions on how to come 

forward.  The server will give you a piece of bread, eat it and then take a small cup and drink 

the juice before returning to  your seat.  You may leave the small cup in the basket provided as 

you return to your seat. Gluten-free bread and water are also available.   If you wish to remain 

in your seat, you will be served. 

*Closing Hymn: Herald!  Sound the Note of Gladness            VU #28                             

*Blessing 

*Choral Commissioning                                                                            (Caseley) 

Postlude:                       From Heaven Above to Earth Is Come                (Held) 
***************************************************************************** 

You are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of the worship service. 

 
WELCOME to this service of worship and thank you for being with us today.  We're 
glad you're here!  You are invited to join us for COFFEE & CONVERSATION in the 
Dr. G. M. Young Memorial Hall following the worship service.   Thank you to  THE 
WILMOT QUILTERS for  hosting this time of fellowship.    Next Sunday, Dec. 16th is 
our Congregational Christmas Luncheon, hope you can stay for that.  Soup, 
sandwiches and sweets! 

 
If you haven’t yet picked up your copy of the Advent issue of Words 
from Wilmot be sure and ask one of the welcomers today, or find a 
copy at each of the entrances to the Sanctuary and at the Carleton 
Street entrance.  If you know of someone who would like a copy but 
cannot attend church, or a friend or relative who would like one, 

please take copies for them as well.  You can access all newsletters including the 
current issue in full colour on our website www.wilmotuc.nb.ca.  Thank you for 
sharing our Wilmot news with others.  
 

THE PRAYER CIRCLE offers confidential prayer support for those with physical, 

emotional, family and spiritual needs. To have your concerns added to the Wilmot 

prayer list contact Guy Vezina (455-6174) or Raday Brown (454-3001). 

 

http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/


  5  

CHURCH CALENDARS for 2019 are now available in the church office.  $7 

 

OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2019 are available at entrance to church. If you are not 

currently using envelopes and would like a set, please contact Marlene in the office. 

Information re PAR is also available from Marlene. 

 

ADVENT PEACE:  Again this Advent we have set up the seven stations of Advent in 

the sanctuary.  There are seven music stands set up within the sanctuary each 

with a beautiful painting and a scripture verse. They are always there while the 

church building is open, for you to spend some time in meditation and 

contemplation. 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Stewardship and Finance committee is looking for a volunteer 

treasurer. Jeff Beairsto will be stepping down after the 2019 AGM ending his two-

year term. 

The treasurer is responsible for: 

 overseeing the work of a bookkeeper and accountant; 
 preparing and presenting the annual budget at the AGM with help from 

stewards and committee chairs; 
 signing cheques, typically once or twice monthly; and  
 submitting the annual Charitable Tax Return to the Canada Revenue Agency 

with help from committees and the accountant; 

Jeff will continue to serve as a steward and provide guidance to the new treasurer. 

The stewards believe it is important to seek a new treasurer so that we can begin 

a pattern of short duration terms making the commitment less daunting for our 

pool of many qualified volunteers. Please contemplate sharing your time and 

talents with the congregation for a two-year term as treasurer.  

 

WINTER HAS ARRIVED and we are in need of hats, mittens, socks, gloves, scarves, 

etc. for those we do not have these necessities.   If you can help that would be 

greatly appreciated.   Just leave items in the trunk outside the gym. 
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WILMOT’S ANNUAL PROGRESSIVE DINNER:  This Friday, Dec 14, is our Annual Pot 
Luck Progressive Dinner. We will begin at 6:00 with appetizers at John & Meghan 
Leroux’s. We will then travel to Wilmot's Finer Diner located right here at the 
church, where we will have the main course. Dessert will be at Regent Hall in the 
Shannex complex. This is a planned pot luck, so if you would like to take part, 
please give Marlene a call or Ellen (206-1943) to let us know what course you wish 
to bring. We would love to have you come! There is also a sign-up sheet at Coffee 
and Conversation. This is always a wonderful evening of fun, food and fellowship. 
(And don't worry, we can provide directions) 

  

CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON, DEC. 16:  Our annual Christmas 

luncheon will follow worship on Dec. 16th.  If you are able to contribute to the 

luncheon that would be great.   Those with surnames  A – M please bring 

sandwiches;  O – P please provide cheese or pickle trays and those with surnames 

please bring sweets (no nuts please).  Food should be dropped off at the kitchen 

prior to church.  Outreach will be preparing a soup to go with all the food.  Thank 

you to all in the congregation who bring food to the luncheon, it is much 

appreciated.  

 

COFFEE & CONVERSATION – Dec. 30  will be a combined service 

with St. Paul's being held this year here at Wilmot. If you are able 

to lend a hand at Coffee and Conversation, just let Marlene or 

Ellen know. That would e great and thank you so much. 

 

 

WHITE GIFTS:   Each Sunday the children and youth are inviting the congregation to 

join with them in the gathering of gifts.  

Dec. 9 What did Mary & Joseph need for warmth as they travelled to 

Bethlehem? (We welcome gifts of hats, gloves, scarves, socks, etc.} 

Dec. 16 "What would Mary & Joseph need to care for themselves?"  

(toothpaste, toothbrush, soap, deodorant, etc)  

Dec. 23 "How would they care for a baby? What would they need?"  

(diapers, wipes, wash cloths, etc.)  
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YOU ARE INVITED to join us on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. for a Christmas 

service at Shannex, Thomas Hall.   You help will be appreciated. 

 

A CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS: SEASONAL MUSIC FOR CELLO AND GUITAR on 

December 19th:    Please plan to join cellist Emily Kennedy and guitarist Steven 

Peacock for A Candlelight Christmas: Seasonal Music for Cello and Guitar, which 

takes place at Wilmot United Church on Wednesday, December 19 at 7:30 

p.m.  This one-hour recital features new arrangements of both familiar and lesser-

known music of the Christmas season, as well as festive selections by Bach, Villa-

Lobos, de Falla and Cordero.  Admission is by voluntary contribution, with 

proceeds to support the Wilmot United Church Benevolent Fund.  For further 

information, please contact speacoc1@unb.ca/452-0170. 

  

TRANSPORTATION TO CHURCH:  Thank you to those who are offering rides to 
worship & other church activities!   Winter isn’t easy to navigate and without 
Sunday Bus service, it can be a hassle & expense for people.  

CAN YOU OFFER A RIDE TO SUNDAY WORSHIP? please let ministers or Judy 
Coates know. She will be in touch to discuss.     The intent is to match drivers 
to  individuals who need a ride &  live in similar area/ neighbourhood.  Rides may 
be provided by more than one driver- thus making this transportation service as 
convenient and flexible for drivers as needed.  If you are already giving someone a 
drive, thank you and  please continue, this more formal co-ordination is to help us 
be more intentional around transportation needs 

DO YOU NEED A RIDE?  please contact Judy Coates at 454-5631 
judycoates@rogers.com  …  let her know where you live and contact info.     You 
may also contact – Rev. R-H Gaskin or Rev. E. Beairsto 

  

mailto:speacoc1@unb.ca/452-0170
mailto:judycoates@rogers.com
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A FEW DATES TO MARK ON YOUR CALENDARS: 

 December 14 – Our Annual Progressive Dinner beginning at 6:00 

 December 16 -  Our Christmas concert at the 11:00 Service 

 December 16 – Wilmot’s Congregational Christmas Luncheon immediately 

following the concert. 

December 16 – Service at Pine Grove – 3 p.m. 

December 19 – service at Shannex, Thomas Hall – 10:30 a.m. 

December 19 -  A Candlelight Christmas: seasonal music for cello and guitar – 

7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary 

December 20 – Communion Service at York Manor – 2:30 p.m. 
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT  

Dec. 9 - 16, 2018 

Today:  ADVENT TWO/COMMUNION   

11:00 a.m. WORSHIP AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m. COFFEE & CONVERSATION 

Mon., Dec. 10: 

   5:30 p.m. U.C.W. CHRISTMAS POT LUCK - Parlour  

   6:30 p.m. SPANISH CLASS – Fireside Room 

   6:45 p.m. TOASTMASTERS – Board Rom 

Tues., Dec. 11:   

 12:00 p.m. WORSHIP COMMITTEE - Parlour 

   4:00 p.m. MEDITATION GROUP – Fireside Room 

   7:00 p.m. FAITH FORMATION TEAM - Parlour 

Wed., Dec.12:  

  9:30 a.m. QUILTERS – Parlour 

10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY 

12:30 p.m. WEDNESDAY @ WILMOT – Gym 

   7:00 p.m. NA GROUP – Fireside Room 

Thurs. Dec. 13:    

  9:00 a.m. QUILTERS – Parlour 

  1:00  p.m. WRITERS GROUP – Parlour 

   6:30 p.m. HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE 

  7:30 p.m. CHOIR PRACTICE – Parlour 

Fri., Dec. 14: 

  6:00 p.m. ANNUAL PROGRESSIVE DINNER begins at The Leroux’s.  

Sat., Dec. 15:      

10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY 

12:00 p.m. ADVENT STUDY - Parlour 

  6:00 p.m. DROP-IN CENTRE 

Sun., Dec. 16:  ADVENT THREE/CHILDREN’S PAGEANT 

  9:15 a.m. ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m. WORSHIP AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m. CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 
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