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WILMOT UNITED CHURCH 
Stewardship for the Future: Then & Now 

October 21, 2018  
 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory:  Long before those of us who are settlers, and those of us 

who are descendants of settlers, came to this land, there were people here.  Many nations of people 

lived – and live – on the land we call Canada, given responsibility by the Creator to be stewards of this 

land and all that lives on it.  We know these people as First Nations.  Today, as we remember what it 

means to live thankfully, let us give thanks for the First Nations of this land - and let us remember 

that we worship God on the historic territory of the Wolastowqiyik.  As Christ’s people, let us be 

people of Love, of Truth, and of Reconciliation.  
Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.  At the points marked * - 
those who are able are invited to stand.                                                      Presider: Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin 

    THE GATHERING 

Prelude:         Andante with Variations                                                (Mendelssohn) 

Welcome to the Church  

We Light the Christ Candle: 

A keeper of the Law walked up to Jesus and asked him,  

  “Teacher, what is the greatest commandment?” 

Jesus replied, 

  “Love God with all that you are.” 

As the man turned away to think about what he had heard.  Jesus said, 

  “Wait!  There is  second one just like the first:  

  Love your neighbour in the same way you are to love yourself.” 
(Lighting the candle)  
This Great Commandment shines on, 

 and shines through, all things: 

the writings of the Law,  

the words of the prophets, 

every moment of our lives! 

  In every moment, Christ’s light shines!  Alleluia! 
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Call to Worship: 

Children of the Creator, 

dancers with the Spirit, 

disciples of the Christ – 

let us walk together 

  as neighbours, as siblings, as friends. 

Living with respect for creation, 

carried to places of challenge and dream, 

called to love God, other, and self – 

let us walk together 

  as neighbours, as siblings, as friends. 

As people of gratitude, let us give thanks for what we’ve been given; 

as people of grace, let us celebrate that all is a gift of God; 

as people of generosity, let us share it with all who have need – 

let us walk together 

  as neighbours, as siblings, as friends. 

And, with our gratitude, our grace, our generosity, 

and our togetherness – 

  let us worship God! 

* Opening Hymn:  Be Thou My Vision                                 VU #642         

 Opening Prayer: 
God, make us lenses for your light and love. 

Let it flow through us, that we might be “focuses” shining brightly  

in places of gloom.  Where there is need, help us to be tangible examples of 
your love.  Where there is loss, help us to walk together, sharing all that you 
have given.  Where we hold tight, help us to release our grip, that 
generosity of spirit might transform us and the world.   

We ask that you continue to bless us, God, as we come together to worship 
you.   Amen.                                                      

Storytime for the Young and the Young at Heart                     Rev. E. Beairsto 
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*Family Hymn:        I Can Feel You Near Me God                               MV #48 

Stewardship Moment                                                                                         Shirley Cleave 

*Hymn:  Open My Eyes That I May See                      VU #371

 LISTENING FOR TRUTH 

Prayer of Preparation:    (Unison)                                                                         Ron Buck  

Eternal God, open our minds to hear your word,  our hearts to love your 

word, and our lives to be obedient to your word, through the power of 

your Spirit and the name of Jesus Christ.    Amen.                    

Scripture Readings: Isaiah 43:1-2, 18-19 and Mark 10: 46-52   

Congregational Response: 

One: This is the witness of God’s people.                      

All:  Thanks be to God!                          

Anthem:           All Thy Gifts of Love                                       (Brunner)      

Sermon:         Open to Change, Trusting in God’s Future Rev. R-H Gaskin 

Time for Silent Reflection 

* Hymn:               We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky                      MV #143       

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

Announcements 

Invitation to Offering Our Gifts 

Offertory Music 

Presentation of Our Offering and Prayer VU #540 

     Grant us, God, the grace of giving, with a spirit large and free, 

  that ourselves and all our living we may offer faithfully.       
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Prayer of Thanksgiving, Celebration, and Dedication: 

We don’t know what you are creating, God, 

but we are glad to be part of it! 

We ask that our offerings be part of what you use 

to bring to new life what only you can see. 

Take our commitments, that they might be 

guides and supports for the ministry we live – 

today and always.  Amen. 

Commissioning and Prayers of the People: 

For all that is, and all that might be, 

     thank you, loving God! 

For the life of the earth, the sky, and the sea, 

     thank you, loving God! 

For all people who live, whether near or quite far, 

     thank you, loving God! 

For ancestors gone before, who have been our North Star,      

      thank you, loving God! 

For gifts given, gifts received, 

for all that we have yet achieved, 

for peaceful nights and holy days, 

for prayers of hope and songs of praise, 

     thank you, loving God! 

May Creator, Christ, and Spirit,  three, 

The One we call the Trinity, 

Bless all the life that we will share, 

Then send us out to love and dare! 

     Thank you, loving God! 

      Alleluia!  Amen!     

 * Closing Hymn:                Bless Now, O God, the Journey                       VU #633  
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* Blessing and Sending Out: 

     It is time. 

     So now we go. 

     Blessed and blessing. 

     To a changing world. 

     And God goes with us 

     every step of the way! 

* Choral Amen VU #967 

Postlude:           Little Prelude and Fugue                                         (Fischer) 

******************************************************************************* 

If you wish, you are invited to remain for the Postlude as it is part of our Worship Service 

******************************************************************************* 

BULLETINS:  Today’s bulletins are sponsored by Marg Routledge in loving memory of 

R. E. Michael Routledge, who passed away October 19, 1991.  

 

BULLETINS:   Today’s bulletins are also sponsored  by Shirley Cleave in recognition of 

the marriage of Lydia McIntosh and Adam Faux.  Lydia is the daughter of the Rev. 

Brian McIntosh.   The wedding took place on Saturday, October 20 in Toronto. 
 

WELCOME to our service of worship and thank you for being with us this morning.    

We're glad you're here!   You are invited to COFFEE & CONVERSATION in the Dr. G. 

M. Young Memorial Hall immediately following this morning's service of worship.  

Thank you to the Pastoral Health & Care Team   for hosting this time of fellowship 

and refreshments. 

 

GOOSEBERRY JAM:  Lois MacDougall will be selling her gooseberry jam at Coffee 

Hour this morning.   All proceeds will go to U.C.W. 

 

UCW will be taking orders for apple pies after church Oct 21, Oct 28 and 

Nov 4.  Pies will be available for pick-up on Nov 8th.   Two sizes 10” for 

$8.00  and  6” for $5.00. 
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Stewardship Initiative:  Over the years, Wilmot has been entrusted with a number of 

special gifts and bequests to support the ministry and mission of our church.  It is our 

responsibility to exercise good stewardship with respect to these resources and to 

consider whether we might want to leave a gift for the future.  Blair Kennedy and 

Peter Curtis will offer an information session on our gifts and bequests in the Church 

Parlour following worship this morning.   Please pick up your coffee and cookies and 

meet them there.  

 

THE PRAYER CIRCLE offers confidential prayer support for those with physical, 

emotional, family and spiritual needs. To have your concerns added to the Wilmot 

prayer list contact Guy Vezina (455-6174) or Raday Brown (454-3001). 

 

CHURCH OFFICE will be closed Oct. 17– Oct. 30th while Marlene is on vacation with 

her family. Please call the church hall (452-0219) before bringing items for the 

Rummage Sale, Auction, etc. to be sure someone is in the building to let you in.  

Randy will be here Tues., Wed & Thurs. 8:30 a.m – 12:30 p.m. and  6 p.m. – 9 p.m. 

 

VACATION:   Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin will be on vacation Oct. 23rd – Nov. 9th. 

 

UCW RUMMAGE SALE:  Mark your calendars for Friday Oct 

26th (3-6 pm) and Saturday Oct 27th (9-12 noon) for Wilmot’s 

fall Rummage sale.  This initiative is always warmly received by 

the Fredericton community and is also a wonderful time for 

fellowship and fundraising for us at Wilmot.  If you have items to donate, please leave 

them on the gym stage anytime up to Oct 26th.  If you are available to help with setup 

and/or work at the sale, please contact Linda Gough at 459-3706.  
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THIS YEAR’S CONGREGATIONAL SWIM; 

Our Congregational Swim this year is in loving memory 

of the late  VIRGINIA MacDONALD. Virginia was a great 

supporter of the ministry of the children and youth. In 

each congregation where her husband, Ian, was called to 

minister, Virginia would begin her work – from Arnprior, ON to Kentville, NS and 

many points in between. Each place would find Virginia putting money in a jar to be 

used for a ‘fun time’ for the children / youth. The money that was left over each year, 

would simply remain in the jar (or a plastic bag) for another fun time at some point. 

When Virginia passed away, little bags of money were found tucked away here and 

there (even with $1 & $2 bills). Ian has graciously donated it to the Youth Fund to be 

used to support some ‘Fun times’. So join us on Saturday, Nov 3 from 5:15-6:15 at 

the Fredericton Indoor Pool at the Nashwaaksis Middle School. This ‘fun time’ is for 

all ages! Life guards come with the rental. Hope to see you there! 

 

FALL AUCTION:  Seeking Treasures and Talents!  The popular Wilmot United Church 

Biennial Auction will be held on Saturday, November 24th.   Do you have some 

treasures or talents to consider donating to this event?  If so, please drop off your 

items (or state the talent you will be offering) at the church soon for our photo shoot 

of items.  Your items will be stored in a secure location leading up to auction day.  To 

ensure we can supply you in 2019 with an accurate official tax receipt for your 

donations, please fill out one of our auction donor sheets at Randy’s desk when 

leaving your items at the church.  Many thanks to all who have already donated 

items.  If you have any questions or need an item picked up, please contact Judy 

Luton (459-1099) or Andy MacDonald (459-7569).  

 

WENDY TOPOLSKI MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP:  The Wendy Topolski Memorial 

Scholarship is awarded to one recipient per year.  Applicants must at present, or in 

the last two years, be involved in a United Church committee, group or activity and be 

currently attending an accredited university or community college in 

Canada.  Deadline for applications is Oct 26th.  Please contact the Church Office for 

more information. 



  8  

HELEN A. YOUNG MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP:  The Helen A. Young Memorial 

Scholarship is awarded to at least one recipient per year.  Applicants must be from a 

family connected with Wilmot United Church and be currently attending a post-

secondary institution.  Deadline for applications is Oct 26th.  Please contact the 

Church Office for more information. 

 

NALOXONE TRAINING:  As a church offering services in a downtown location, we are 

aware that some of our participants could suffer from an opioid overdose. AIDS NB 

offers a short session on how to respond to a potential opioid overdose while waiting 

for 911 emergency response. The Outreach committee is working with AIDS NB to 

coordinate  such a presentation. Please email Lynn MacKinnon at 

mlmack@nbnet.nb.ca  if you are interested in attending a 1-2 hour information 

session.  There is no fee involved. For more information and to view an online 

training video, please see the AIDS NB website.   

<http://www.aidsnb.com/en/naloxone> 

 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

 Oct 26 & 27 – Rummage Sale 

 Oct 28 – With Rose-Hannah away, Ellen will be presiding at this service. 

 Nov 3 – Don’t forget our Annual Congregational Swim at Nashwaaksis Pool 

 Nov 4 – Youth Service - always such an uplifting service  

Nov 8 – Apple Pie Day 

 Nov 11 – Remembrance Day Service  

 Nov 17 – Rainbow Lunch 

 Nov 18 – Anniversary Sunday: the Very Rev. Peter Short will be our guest. 

 Nov 24 – Wilmot Auction 

 
OCT. 27:  Roast Beef Supper at the Keswick Ridge United Church on Sat., Oct. 27.  Two 

sittings at 4 and 5:30 p.m.  Adults $15, Children $7.  Home Baking and Handicraft Sale 

also.  Advance tickets only.  Call:  C. Sheppard at 363-2284  or B. Kelly at 363-2739.    

 

NOV. 3:   A Craft Sale will be held on Sat Nov 3 from 9 to 2 at Grace Memorial Baptist 

Church. Proceeds from table rentals  will go towards a Mission Trip to the Philippines 

2019.    

mailto:mlmack@nbnet.nb.ca
http://www.aidsnb.com/en/naloxone
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Drought in Kenya 

 

  Our gifts for Mission & Service support global partners in their day-to-day 

work through long-term change and emergencies. 

  Or global partner the Organization of African Instituted Churches (OAIC) 

works on gender justice, microcredit, sustainable agriculture, and program to address 

the extreme hunger caused by drought.  Listen to this reflection from a participant in 

the Mission & Service Global Pilgrimage to Kenya on the visit to an area hardest hit by 

extreme hunger:  

  “We left the office of William Lokira, Minister of Agriculture, and made our 

way up a winding mountain road.  The minister’s words were still fresh on our minds:  

‘Please help my people.’  We saw dry lands, sparse and skinny livestock, and we saw 

the hardship in people’s eyes.  After driving through dry riverbeds, we saw a lot of 

people running toward a large truck.  This was a government water truck delivering 

water each day. 

  “OAIC is working in this arid region to support agriculture and food security, 

including empowering female small holder farmers to advocate on their behalf to 

impact legislation.  Indicators show that when women are at the centre of projects 

and decisions there is significant progress toward food security.  Dry riverbeds, the 

plea to ‘help my people’, the daily water truck, the hope shared by the farmers – 

these images stay with us.  Our gifts for Mission & Service make this hope of a better 

tomorrow possible.” 

  Is Mission & Service is already a regular part of your life, thank you so much!  

If you have not given, you are encouraged to make giving to Mission & Service a 

regular part of your life of faith.  Loving our neighbor is at the heart of our Mission & 

Service. 

 

NOV 2:  The Jim Axelrod Big LIttle Band, an uptempo jazz & blues trio featuring our 
own Steven Peacock on guitar, plays Frank's Finer Diner on Friday, November 2, from 
6:00 to 8:00 pm.  Come enjoy classics made famous by Billie Holiday, Ray Charles, Nat 
King Cole, Dutch Mason, the Powder Blues Band, and more.  Cover: $10 cash only, 
please. 
 
NOV. 9 & 10:  Ten Thousand Villages Sale – Wilmot United Church. 

Friday, Nov. 9 – 10 a.m. – 7 p.m. and Saturday, Nov. 10 – 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
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THIS WEEK AT WILMOT 

Oct. 21 - 28 

 

Today:   

  9:15 a.m. ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m. WORSHIP AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m. COFFEE & CONVERSATION 

Mon., Oct. 22: 

   6:30 p.m. SPANISH CLASS - Parlour 

   6:45 p.m. TOASTMASTERS – Board Room 

Tues.,  Oct. 23:   

   7:30 p.m. BOOK CLUB – Parlour 

Wed., Oct. 24:  

  9:30 a.m. QUILTERS – Parlour 

10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY 

  1:00 p.m. WEDNESDAY @ WILMOT – Gym 

  7:00 p.m. NA GROUP – Fireside Room  

Thurs. Oct. 25:    

  9:00 a.m. QUILTERS – Parlour 

   1:00 p.m. WRITERS GROUP - Parlour 

  6:30 p.m. HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE 

  7:30 p.m. CHOIR PRACTICE 

Fri., Oct. 26: 

   9:00 a.m. SORT AND SET UP for Rummage Sale 

   3:00 p.m. RUMMAGE SALE  (3 – 6 p.m.) 

    7:00 p.m. MUSICAL EVENT (Old Time Country Music) - Sanctuary 

Sat., Oct. 27: 

  9:00 a.m. RUMMAGE SALE  (9 a.m. – Noon) 

10:00 a.m. TOY LIBRARY 

  6:00 p.m. DROP-IN CENTRE 

Sun., Oct. 28:   

  9:15 a.m. ADULT BIBLE CONVERSATION – Board Room 

11:00 a.m. WORSHIP AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 

12:00 p.m. COFFEE & CONVERSATION 
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BOOK CLUB meets on Tuesday, October 23, at 7:30 p.m. when we will welcome guest 

author, Ted Jones who will speak to us about the book Under Sealed Orders by H. A. 

Cody, and for which he wrote the forward for the 2014 reprint.  The book is a 

Maritime historical literary treasure, and is part of a series of books that highlight 

little known Maritime novelists from 1860 to 1940.  Ted and Anita have both 

published books about our local history, and Anita is now researching material for a 

biography of Lemuel Wilmot.  Everyone is welcome, including friends from the 

community.  (Please note that we meet the fourth Tuesday of the month, and 

October has five Tuesdays this year.) 

 

 

 


