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Wilmot United Church 
Lent 3 

March 12, 2023 
 

 
Bold—Please join in as you are able. 

 
Piano Prelude: Children of the Heavenly Father                   (arr. Berry) 
 

We Gather 
 
Words of Welcome: 
Welcome to this time of worship at Wilmot United Church. 
We are so glad you are here. 
We are an open-minded, open-hearted, affirming community, 

seeking to follow in the way of Jesus, and engage in the work of 
compassion, love, and justice. 

Wherever you are in your faith journey, with whatever questions 
you carry, 

You are welcome here. 
Whomever you love, whatever your gender identity, your sexual 

orientation, your ethnicity, race or ability, 
You are welcome here. 
 
Land Acknowledgement: 
Upon this great traditional land, we walk, live and play, 
acknowledging that this unceded land is the sacred home of 
the Wolasktqiyik, Mi’kmaq and Pestotomuhkati peoples. We 
recognize their stewardship and honour them as keepers of 
the land. 
 
Gathering Hymn: Teach Me, God, to Wonder         VU 299 
 
Announcements  
 
Lighting the Christ Light and the Light of Affirmation 
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Lighting the Third Lenten Candle 
 
Gathering Prayer: 
We gather together, on this Sunday closest to March 14  which is 
National Affirming/PIE day. This day celebrates the intention to be 
Public, Intentional and Explicit in the inclusion of people of all 
sexualities and gender identities.  
 
Celebrating the All-inclusive Love of God: 
We worship our Maker, who delights in diversity; we worship 
the Lover, who in Jesus reached out and accepted and 
embraced everyone, despite all social, class, ethnic and 
spiritual barriers. We worship the Keeper, the Spirit who 
continues to break down the walls that divide us. Thanks be to 
God! 
 
The Prayer That Jesus Taught (A Paraphrase)        VU 916 
 

Listening for the Word 
 
Time with the Young at Heart—Lynn Fullerton 
 
Hymn: There’s A Wideness in God’s Mercy                 VU 271 
 
Sharing Scripture: 
 Luke 15:11-32 
 
One:  Herein lies Divine Wisdom. 
ALL:   We listen with our heart, soul and mind. 
 

We Respond to Sacred Words 
 

Choir Anthem: Eternal God           (Rutter) 
 
Meditation: With Arms Wide Open 
 
Hymn: O God, How We Have Wandered         VU 112 
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Giving from Our Hearts: 
 The Way of Lent is a path that we travel each year, 

as a time for us to remember Jesus’ journey. 
On that journey he met many people. 
He laughed with them, he cried with them, 
he taught them, and he learned from them. 

 But, most of all, he loved them, 
not just with his words, but with his actions. 
Jesus taught his followers that they were to  
love one another as he had loved them. 
Our offering is one way to do that, 
to share the work of our hands and hearts 
through our dollars and cents. 
As you share what you are able, 
you support the ministry here, 
and the ministry of The United Church of Canada 
through Mission & Service. 
Let us celebrate what God has given 
and what we have to share. 

 
Prayers with the People 
 
Sending Song:  Creator God, You Gave Us Life                MV 27 
 
Commissioning and Blessing: 
Go from this time with open hearts, ready to encounter the Holy 
One in the daily, in the ordinary, in the flesh. Go from this time with 
a daring and tender love, seeking to mend God’s beloved creation, 
wherever and whenever you can. Know that God who is Love waits 
for you to return home, with arms wide open, always and forever. 
Go into this day, into your life, trusting that you are eternally held 
in the loving heart of the Holy Mystery. That’s a promise! 
 
Choral Amen              VU 969 
 
Organ Postlude: Fantasy in A minor                          (Broughton) 
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Presiding Minister: Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin 

Minister:  Rev. Mary Tingley 

Music Director:  Steven Peacock 

Organist/Pianist:  Margaret MacDonald 

Scripture Reader:  Judy Luton 

Children’s Story:  Lynn Fullerton 

Sound:  Chris Colwell 

Live-streaming:  Doug Beairsto 

 

Please join us in the gymnasium after worship for Coffee/Tea & 

Conversation. 

 

COVID Protocols for In-Person Worship Services 
• Masks are highly recommended, but no longer required. 

Congregational singing is permitted. 
• You are encouraged to spread out to maintain social 

distancing. Anyone wanting extra space is invited to sit in 
the balcony. 

• Sanitize or wash hands on entry into the building or the 
sanctuary. 

• Offering plates are located at each door. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


