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When you type wilmot into the 
Google.ca search engine on your 
computer, www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/ 
will jump into the number two 
position for all of Canada, on your 
screen.  The Google “spider” traps 
this website of our historic church, 
and locks it into its wily web in a 
very high priority position.  Once 
you bring our site to your screen 
you have lots of choices for 
continuing your search.  Our 
webmaster, Rev. Garth Caseley, 
says that the statistics counter 
reveals that our site gets an 
average of 188 visits per week, or 
just under 10,000 “hits” in the last 
year, and has been picked up as far 
away as Manitoba, British 
Columbia, the USA and China. 
 
 
 

On the bottom left of your screen 
your attention is drawn to the 

movement of a 
scrolling 
newsfeed  
that highlights 
the current 
activities and 
the latest news 
bulletins for our 
church.  Click 
on any item and 

you will be presented with further 
information.  For those of you who 
want a quick hop, skip and jump to 
precise information on any subject, 
there is a search box.  Type in “bob 

jones”, for instance, and you get 
four pages of references to our 

A Walk Through Wilmot’s Website 
 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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A Walk through Wilmot’s Website (continued) 

 
Minister of Visitation, including his 
photo, brief biography, plus some of 
his “musings” in past Words from 
Wilmot. 
 
The buttons on the menu bar on the 
top left of the home page will take 
you in a specific direction that you 
might want to go, such as a 
catalogue of our stained glass 

windows and their individual 
histories.  A listing of church groups 
which meet regularly at Wilmot, 
along with a brief description and 
their contact persons can be found 
under “Groups and Activities”.  The 
history of our church since 1791 is 
there by clicking on “About Us”, as 
are photographs of the woven 
banners of Ivan Crowell, and our 
Casavant Organ.  Jack Oudemans 
contributes much of the interesting 
photography at our church and his 
collection is a wonderful record of 
our church life.  Our office 
administrator, Marlene, provides the 
monthly calendar, updating our busy 
church schedule. 

The “Links” bar (last item on the 
menu bar on the top left of the home 
page) is a very worthy tool that 
takes you to other web sites 

associated with our church.  It is the 
conduit to our Presbytery, 
Conference and National Church 
web sites (the former two sites are 
also built and managed by our 
Wilmot webmaster, Garth) and to 
our city of Fredericton web site and 
map.  Check out the Seasons of the 
Spirit web site for our children’s 
program, and the Wonder Café web 
site for open-minded discussion and 
exploration of spiritual topics, moral 
issues and life's big questions. Go to 
the AVEL (audio visual education 
library) link if you need an up-to-
date video for a discussion topic at 
your next meeting.  Every 
imaginable subject from Godly Play 
for children to Embracing Aging for 
seniors is there.  This site is also 
managed by Garth, who says that 
there is satisfaction in providing the 
latest information technologies for 
people of our churches, far and 
wide. 
 
Wilmot’s web site was first built in 
1999 through the foresight and 
expertise of David Fellows.  It has 
undergone a number of  
transformations since then, 
including the addition of podcasting 
of our ministers’ sermons and 
archives of our publications and  
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(Continued on Page 4) 

A Walk through Wilmot’s Website (continued) 

 
newsletters.  
Our “tape ministry” (no longer 
tapes, but CDs), funded by the 
Walter Beairsto Memorial Trust 
Fund, allows Garth to provide an 
archive of all of our ministers’ 
sermons for world-wide 
accessibility. 
 
Should you want any of Wilmot’s 
information in print but do not have 
a computer, do not despair.  You can 
ask our Office Administrator, 
Marlene, for a print version in any 
size font that is convenient for you. 
 
Only you can keep our exceptional 
web site lively and current by 
submitting your announcements, 
pointing out errors or needed 
changes, submitting photos or 
making suggestions, by e-mailing 
our webmaster garth@caseley.net. 

 
☺ Lucille Caseley 

Note: 
1.  Capitals are left off of the words 
in bold intentionally. 
 

Visits to Other Churches 
My Impressions 

St. John's Anglican - Oromocto 
 
On a snowy Sunday morning, it was 
convenient that there was an 
Anglican church just a 20  
minute walk from my home. 
 
St. John's Anglican could be called a 
survivor. In fact, I believe it is a 
designated historical site. 
 
In the early 1950s this country 
crossroad village underwent a 
radical transformation.  The 
establishment of Camp Gagetown 
meant that a whole new community 
was designed to become "Canada's 
Model Town" as the sign out on the 
Vanier Highway proudly proclaims. 
 
In the years between 1950 and the 
present, the Baptist, United and 
Roman Catholic churches have been 
newly constructed, together with 
two chapels on the base. 
 
Only St. John's Anglican still stands 
in its original form and location near 
the intersection of Broad Road and 
Waasis Road. 

(Continued on Page 6) 

 
end of October’s 

 
frost-edged rose petals and leaves 

 
whose embroidery? 

 
By E. J. Colson 
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Thanksgiving 

I am standing at the kitchen sink, 
peeling potatoes.  Slanting autumn 
light bounces off the dish pan, and 
dances on the walls. I am hurrying 
because company is coming for 
Thanksgiving dinner, and I want the 
potatoes to be ready and soaking in 
cold water, so I won’t have to peel 
them later. 
 
For a moment I am distracted by a 
row of green tomatoes lined up on the 
window sill above the sink, turning 
colour in an ordered line.  The ripest 
one looks lush, and tempting, and at 
last so ready to eat!  I think about 
how it will taste with a bit of salt if I 
bite into it, and how some of the 
seeds will gush out and drip down my 
chin, and about how wonderful it is to 
have such excess at this time of year; 
that I can have the luxury of eating a 
tomato whole, all to myself, like an 
apple.  
I put the thought of that luxury aside, 
and focus on the potato turning in my 
hands, under the sharp blade of the 
knife.  The skin is smooth, not yet 
toughened by months of winter 
storage, and the flesh is firm and 
white.  But still, potatoes are a gritty  

affair, not nearly as pleasant to 
think about as tomatoes.  There are 
eyes to be dug out and piles of 
peels, my fingers are beginning to 
prune and there is an ache starting 
in my arm and travelling up my 
shoulder. 

I think of my mother, who must 
have peeled so many potatoes.  It is 
times like this, when I am doing the 
most ordinary of tasks that I can 
summon her to be with me.  My 
hands become her hands.  I 
remember with clarity the sound of 
her voice, and see the details of the 
texture of the skin of her forearms, 
even the little burn marks there, 

from a lifetime of lifting hot pans 
from the oven.  I notice with 
fascination how my fingers are 
getting the same little bumps on the 
last joints, and how the skin on the 
back of my hands in now beginning 
to look how I last remember hers.  I 
think of my mother standing at the 
kitchen sink, peeling potatoes for 
Thanksgiving, and I  
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suddenly remember how she 
dipped each one with a 
characteristic flourish in the rinse 
water before she put them in the 
pot. 

This memory causes me to reflect 
on how every person has a unique 
way of peeling a potato, a 
favourite utensil, and their own 
particular stance. I have noticed, 
for example, that my sister-in-law 
stands on the outside edges of her 
feet while she peels potatoes, and 
my husband puts one foot on top 
of the other.  A friend assumes a 
wide stance with both feet turned 
out, and leans into the counter. 

A neighbor of mine can only peel 
with the blade coming toward her, 
while another friend peels with the 
blade directed away.  I can only 
peel potatoes with a curved paring 
knife, while my brother-in-law 
prefers a straight one.  A friend of 
the family’s once told me that she 
had been fascinated as a child as 
she watched my mother-in-law 
peel muddy potatoes at the 
farmhouse sink using no water at 
all, and how the potato would be 
perfectly clean when she was 
done.  “It’s all in the way you hold 
it,” she was told.  I wonder if that 
is possible.  I will have to try it 
sometime. 

My mother would grow rows and 
rows of tomato plants in her 
garden, and when they began to 
ripen faster than they could be 
eaten, she would bottle them.  I 
remember helping her peel the 
blanched skins from the hot, 
slippery tomatoes, and the 
satisfying plop they would make 
when dropped in the mason jars.  
The kitchen would be full of steam, 
the spent tomato skins piled in the 
kitchen sink, escaped seeds on the 
counter waited to be wiped up, and 
the rows of colourful  jars would 
gleam in the slanting light and cast 
pools of colour on the table.    

Maybe it is autumn when I miss my 
mother the most, her busyness in 
the kitchen, the smell of preserves 
and pickle-making and turkey 
dinners and the quiet comfort of 
working together.  Potato peeling is 
a tedious task, but it gives me time 
to visit with her before all the other 
company arrives, and to be 
thankful that my hands, still 
blessed with the ability to do work, 
look more and more like hers every 
day. 

☺ Kathie Goggin 
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Visits to Other Churches (continued) 

 
This structure went up in 1918 - 
however the history of the parish 
goes back to the early 1800s. 
 
It is a well maintained stone build-
ing, of charming early rural English 
design both within and with-
out...Truly a Jewel! 
 
I always feel comfortable when I 
worship there, where 30-40 wor-
shippers constitute a good crowd. 
 
Although there was no choir on this 
particular Sunday, the hymns were 
played in a sufficiently low key to 
make singing an enjoyable exercise. 
(note: four churches visited thus far 
and still no choir; "Yea, Wilmot 
Choir!") 
 
Even lacking the support of choir, 
the Rector, the Rev. Keith Howlett 
did a credible job in courageously 
leading in all parts of the sung 
Eucharist. 
 
His sermon could be described as a 
short lecture on the day's readings... 
nothing that would send one rushing 
out on a crusade, but enough to feel 
enlightened on the message behind 
the readings. 
There was a feeling of true fellow-
ship, I was made welcome, and the 
ambience of this place of worship 
and the service within, left me with 
pleasant and holy thoughts as I 
trudged homeward in the snow. 

☺ Bob Jones 

Ben and Me: From Temperance to 
Humility – Stumbling Through 
Ben Franklin’s Thirteen Virtues, 
One Unvirtuous Day at a Time 
 
By Cameron Gunn 

All Wilmotters should buy this book 
– because it’s such a good read, very 
funny and by one of our own mem-
bers. 
 
Franklin made a little book with 
charts for each week and 13 virtues, 
like a first grader’s gold star chart, 
except Franklin put black marks for 
the virtues he failed.  The object 
was to make these virtues become 
habits.  Cameron Gunn’s ambitious 
project was to do the same thing.  
Chris Levan met with him to inter-
pret the virtues from the 18th cen-
tury context to that of the 21st.  And 
Peter Short gave him a crash course 
on why people want to improve.  I 
myself had just decided to give up 
on improvement, but Cameron’s 
book changed that. 
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Ben and Me: (continued) 

 
Most of the humor is in Cam-
eron’s self-deprecation as day by 
day he failed.  For example, he is 
a Crown prosecutor, and during 
the week of emphasizing OR-
DER, in a trial his slide projector 
failed; after a recess he noticed it 
was unplugged.  In another trial 
because the timer was set wrong 
the 8x8 foot screen began scroll-
ing “I’M A SPECIAL DONKEY,” 
a joke by a police officer using 
the screen saver. 
 
Selections of Franklin’s Autobi-
ography were required reading in 
the American Lit survey I taught 
at UNB, but I am sorry to admit 
that I made fun of Franklin’s pro-
ject to become “morally perfect.” 
I changed my mind after reading 
Cameron’s book.  The project 
makes sense.  Not that anyone 
can be perfect, but to practice one 
virtue concentrates the mind.  I 
decided not to use Franklin’s or-
der (starting with Temperance), 
but started with Silence – which 
is not to be a Trappist (who actu-
ally practice the common-sense 
restraint Franklin aimed at).  
Cameron himself tried to avoid 
gossip.  I want to avoid stupid 
smart-Aleck remarks and to avoid 
filling any silence with boring 
stories about myself.  
But do I want to stop saying stu-
pid things so that I will be a better 
person, or just because I want 
people to think that I’m better  

than I am?  I had recalled Frank-
lin’s saying, “I took care not only 
to be in reality industrious and 
frugal, but to avoid all appear-
ances of the contrary.”  So he 
showed off by transporting his 
supplies for printing with a 
wheelbarrow, when he didn’t 
have to.  But Cameron concludes 
that Franklin’s project, which 
continued throughout his remark-
able life, was not selfish, but “at 
its core” altruistic.   “The more 
we do for others, the better we 
feel about ourselves; the better  
we feel about ourselves, the more 
we are prepared to do for others.” 
 
Read this book for entertainment.  
It’s not Scripture.  It’s not a self-
help book.  But who knows? 

                                
☺Ted Colson 

 
poppies cenotaph 

 
shivering frail white heads bent 

 
who will remember 

 
By E. J. Colson 
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Library 
The last Sunday of every month our 
library offers fiction and non-fiction 
books for adults, youth and children, 
as well as music CDs and DVDs for 
monthly borrowing during coffee 
and conversation after worship. Our 
library puts at your finger-tips the cur-
rent books on theology, self/pastoral 
care, ethical and social issues and per-
sonal meditation. Contacts: Wendy To-
polski, Sue Short, Twila Buttimer, Liz 
Jefferson and 
Joyce Trites. 
 
Outreach Committee 
Putting our faith and beliefs into ac-
tion makes our Outreach Committee 
one of the most active groups in our 
church, with focus on justice and so-
cial issues spread over our community, 
country and world. You can become 
involved in only one or several of our 
Outreach projects, such as United for 
Peace issues, Fredericton Interchurch 
Refugee Committee, a Community 
Kitchen team member, Christmas 
Hampers in partnership with our Mul-
ticultural Association, 
the Saturday Night Drop In fun group, 
making super soup with Chef Chris for 
our Soup Luncheons after church, and 
shopping from our Fair Trade Coffee, 
Tea, Olive Oil and 
sundry merchandise cart at Coffee and 
Conversation. Meet the first Wednes-
day of every month, and participate as 
your time, interest and skills allow. 
Contact Judy Coates (454-5631 or 
 judycoates@rogers.com). 

Faith Formation Group 
This committee provides support for 
our faith experience and education 
groups, and facilitates requests for 
new initiatives to fulfill Wilmot’s 
mandate to nurture spiritual 
growth and understanding within 
our congregation. It is concerned 
with support resources for our Sun-
day school, Wonder Café, Library, 
Lectionary Study Group, Healing 
and Prayer Ministry and several 
other initiatives, such as retreats and 
forums. Contact person is Joyce 
Trites 472-8186 
 
Healing and Prayer Ministry 
Prayer and Healing Ministry at Wil-
mot consists of three components: 
the Prayer Circle, Services of Heal-
ing, and the offering of Healing 
Touch. The Prayer Circle offers 
prayer daily for those names placed 
by request on our Wilmot Prayer 
List. Requests for physical, emo-
tional, mental, spiritual or family 
and relationship challenges may be 
placed on our list by contacting one 
of the ministry staff or by phoning 
either Maureen Toner (457-2954) or 
Karen Watson (366-5432). Services 
of Healing offers a quiet space for 
rest and restoration through prayer, 
meditation and various liturgical 
acts of healing.  
Persons interested in information on 
Healing Touch treatment or Healing 
Ministry may contact Sue Short 
(455-5377) or 
Karen Watson. 
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UCW 
Meeting the second Monday of each 
month at 7:30 pm in the parlour, the 
women of our church gather for pro-
gram and planning. It is a key or-
ganization in ourchurch, hosting re-
ceptions, apple pie making, a fall 
bake sale, spring and fall rummage 
sales, and contributing generously in 
so many ways to the on-going life of 
our congregation. Contact: Irene 
Forbes (454-6545) and Linda 
Gough (459-3706) 
 
WonderCafé 
Got questions? Looking for a safe 
place to ask them? Welcome to our 
WonderCafe, the home of open 
minded discussion, where deep 
questions of spiritual growth and 
ethical conduct are explored. Come 
every Sunday morning at 9:30 am 
for coffee and a muffin and lively 
discussion with a group of interest-
ing people. Group participants ask 
the questions or suggest topics they 
wish to explore in the coming 
weeks. 
Contact Elizabeth Savoie, elizsa-
voie@yahoo.com, or 454-1945 
 
Wilmot Book Club 
A book club open to all, gathers the 
fourth Tuesday of every month at 
7:00 pm in the parlour, over a cup of 
coffee or tea. Join in lively discus-
sion of a variety of popular books, 
and receive updated emails from the 
coordinators, Virginia MacDonald 
(474-0277) and Lucille Caseley 
(457-2642) or lucille@caseley.com. 

Wilmot Writers’ Group 
Meeting on the second and 
fourth Thursday of every month 
at 1:00 pm in the parlour, the 
Writers’ Group embraces every-
one who wants to write, and re-
joices in each other’s creativity, 
while offering sensitive and en-
couraging feedback over sips 
from a mug of tea. Contact per-
sons is Nancy Bauer (455- 
8169 or wbauer@nbnet.nb.ca) 
 
Worshiping in Music 
We are blessed to have Steven 
Peacock (455-0270) as our 
Director of Music and Virginia 
Leiter as our Organist. Our  
Senior Choir is a fun-loving 
group of singers that welcomes 
all voices, rehearsing on Thurs-
day nights from 7:30 to 9:00 
pm and warms up for worship on 
Sunday am at 10:30 am. Any age 
for young voices is welcome at 
our Junior Choir which rehearses 
on Sunday mornings from 10:00 
to 10:30 am in the Sunshine 
Room. Great training and good 
fun abound. Our Hand Bell 
Choir rings out melodies in joy-
ful praise. Got the beat? Join the 
group on Thursday nights from 
6:30 to 7:30 pm in the Sunshine 
Room and prepare for a mean-
ingful contribution to our wor-
ship services. 
Contact Steven for more infor-
mation. 
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Canaries, Kids and Commitment 
 
In her recent article in the October 
2010 issue of  The United Church 
Observer, Rev. Connie denBok, 
minister at Alderwood United 
Church in Toronto, writes that 
“Sunday School attendance is a 
church’s most reliable 10-year 
indicator of future adult 
involvement.  It’s the canary in the 
coal mine, and it stopped singing 
some time ago.” 
 
A committed team of about twenty 
people is keeping the canary singing 
at Wilmot United Church.  Peggy 
Scott is the co-ordinator this fall for 
our Sunday School program, with 
the help of Joyce Trites and Wendy 
Topolski. Jilana Eagles has taken on 
the task of acquiring and 
maintaining supplies for crafts and 
activities, a support role much 
appreciated by busy teachers. 

There are at present 52 children reg-
istered in our Sunday School, in five 
age groups. Teachers for the fall term 
are: Nursery, up to 3 years - Kelly 
Ebbett, Amy Thornton, Nancy An-
drecheck and Nicole Jacobson; (3) 4 
to 5 year olds - Kristie Heard, Krista 
Bowen, Erin Mattinson and Hilary 
Drain; 6 and 7 year olds - Andrea 
Hoyt and Debbie Comfort; 8 to 10 
year olds - Virginia MacDonald and 
Lorie Nielsen; 11 years and up - Jon 
Sweeney, Anne Colpitts and Guy 
Vezina.  Breagh MacDonald-Rahn, 
Sidney Graham, Megan Thomson 
and Linda Gough are helpers, with 
Heather Neville, Sandra Melanson, 
Susan Dube, Nancy Chase, Elizabeth 
Savoie, Judy Luton and Sherry Nor-
ton Graham offering to supply teach 
when available. 
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Canaries, Kids and Commitment (continued) 

 
Seasons of the Spirit is the curricu-
lum choice for Wilmot’s 2010 - 
2011 school year.  It is an inclu-
sive, lectionary-based program for 
exploring meaning and mystery in 
the Bible through stories, songs, 
drama, art and activities within 
and beyond our faith community.  
You can go to http://
www.seasonsonline.ca to learn 
more about this contemporary, in-
teractive program. 
 
With today’s children accustomed 
to structured daycare, competitive 
sports, seven-day-a-week retail op-
portunities and social networking 
our Sunday School teachers must 
surmount many challenges.  They 
need to roll with inconsistent vol-
untary attendance, provide atten-
tion-grabbing themes with short 
windows of information, make op-
portunities for a variety of learning 
styles and employ contemporary 
language integrating current 
events.  Last but not least, embrac-
ing inter-faith and global issues 
and the use of the World Wide 
Web is essential. 
 
Virginia MacDonald says that her 
students seem to be enjoying their 
time together.  “It is lots of fun, 
and there is a good feeling.”  She 
and Lorie think that the music pro-
vided is wonderful, and they have 
a “time capsule” constructed in 
their classroom to take them 

back to story time.  They were 
acting out the Zacchaeus story 
with props and palm leaves on 
the Sunday I interviewed them. 
Guy Vezina and Anne Colpitts 
were enthusiastic about their stu-
dents.  “They have so much en-
ergy!”  Anne said. “And they 
have put lots of their ideas in a 
wish list up on our bulletin 
board.”  Guy pointed out the 
poster art that comes with the 
curriculum and said that it was 
fantastic.  “It really gets the kids 
talking,” he said.  Anne particu-
larly likes the preparatory mate-
rial which she reads early in the 
week which gives her a chance 
to contemplate, enhancing her 
own spiritual journey.  Advent is 
approaching and these leaders 
anticipate a joyous time with our 
children during this season. 
 
This is an invitation for everyone 
in our congregation to be 
“Sunday-School-Minded” by ad-
miring a craft a child has made, 
or telling a young person after 
worship that you heard the same 
story they did and it was a fa-
vourite, or mentioning to a par-
ent that you appreciated their 
child’s kindness, or thanking a 
Sunday School teacher.  And 
make a point to recognize as 
many children as you can by 
name.  
 
Let’s keep the canaries singing. 
 

☺Lucille Caseley 
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Christmas Dinner 
 
December 5th – Hanging of the 
Greens Sunday. 
 

Terri MacLean tells us that we’re 
doing the Old Fashioned Christmas 
Dinner again this year. Children’s 
activities will run from 3:30 – 4:30  
with Christmas songs in the 
Sanctuary at 4:30.  Around 5:15, 
we’ll head to the gym for our 
turkey dinner  which is being 
organized by Andy MacDonald and 
Ed Topolski. 
 
The profits from the dinner will 
go to the costs of the grocery 
hampers being put together this 
year. 
 

What Do You Think? 
 
Letter to the Editor of The Daily 
Gleaner by Rev. Bob Jones: 
 
Time to tweak a line in O 
Canada 
 
Re: Column called In the Navy, 
Army, Air Force, by Michael 
Staples, published Oct. 6 
 
The writer cited the death of 
Capt. Nichola Goddard, killed in 
Afghanistan in 2006. 
 
He went on to state that women 
now comprise 15 per cent of 
personnel in the Canadian Forces. 
 
Bearing this in mind, I make 
reference to “Voices United”, the 
authorized Hymn and Worship 
Book of the United Church of 
Canada, which suggest that the 
line in O Canada: “True patriot 
love in all thy sons command” 
may be replaced by “True patriot 
love in all our lives command.” 

     
  ☺Rev. Bob Jones 

  Oromocto, NB 
 
Read a reply on the top of the 
next page to Bob’s letter which 
was printed in The Daily Gleaner. 
  
 
 

 
concertina cat 

 
compressed behind the white sill 

 
           peeking at the birds 

 
By E. J. Colson 
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Short History of the 
National Anthem 

 
“O Canada" was proclaimed Can-
ada's national anthem on July 1, 
1980, 100 years after it was first 
sung on June 24, 1880. The music 
was composed by Calixa Lavallée, 
a well-known composer; French 
lyrics to accompany the music were 
written by Sir Adolphe-Basile 
Routhier. Many English versions 
have appeared over the years. The 
version on which the official En-
glish lyrics are based was written in 
1908 by Mr. Justice Robert Stanley 
Weir. The official English version 
includes changes recommended in 
1968 by a Special Joint Committee 
of the Senate and House of Com-
mons. The French lyrics remain un-
altered. 

No Need To Change Anthem 
 
Re: Political correctness 
 
The letter by the Rev. Bob Jones 
with regard to tweaking a line in O 
Canada due to the death by enemy 
action of Capt. Goddard is just 
another attempt at all-inclusiveness 
and political correctness that are 
prevelant in society today. 
 
In the Canadian armed forces, 
there’s no mention of gender in the 
rank structure or definition of trade.  
Regardless of gender, you’re a 
soldier, an air person or a sailor.  
Neither is gender mentioned in 
rank structure; you’re a private, a 
captain or a bosun. 
 
Capt. Goddard was a soldier and a 
captain and should be remembered 
as such.  I’m sure she wouldn’t 
want the national anthem changed 
because she was a woman. 

  ☺John Wells 
  Oromocto 

 
 

 
 

 
 

with distance in mind 
 

mittsy whacks the tethered ball 
 

hits an outfield fly 
 

By E. J. Colson 
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A Kairos Moment 
 
Shirley Cleave calls this time in 
the life of Wilmot church “a kai-
ros moment.” Kairos: the Greek 
word for opportunity. We all do 
sense that this is a special time, 
not only in the church but in the 
world, an opportunity to re-focus. 
After Peter Short retired, we 
called a new minister, Rose-
Hannah Gaskin. Then we said a 
sad goodbye to Chris Levan. Like 
the rest of the world we have had 
financial difficulties, requiring us 
to take stock. Last summer the 
executive of the Official Board 
decided that three aspects of our 
church should be examined in the 
light of this opportune moment: 
the structure of its boards and 
committees, the vision we have 
for its future, and its financial 
situation. At its September meet-
ing the Official Board confirmed 
three working groups to look at 
these aspects. They are deliber-
ately called “working groups” not 
“committees” to indicate that they 
are not permanent, that they will 
do their homework, write and pre-
sent their reports, and then dis-
band. 
 
STRUCTURE 
 
Ann Kennedy, the past chair of 
the Official Board, Greg Black, 
the chair of Session, and Shirley, 
the present chair of the board, 
agreed to form a working group 
to look at the organizing structure   

of the church and the interaction 
of its committees and boards. 
They are working with these 
committees and boards to revise 
their terms of reference and will 
then look for gaps and overlaps. 
Their aim is to have the revised 
terms of reference in place by the 
time of nominations so that when 
people are asked to be on a com-
mittee or board, their duties can 
be clearly spelled out 
 
Her group also wants to find ways 
to enhance communication 
among the committees and indeed 
with the members of the whole 
congregation. They don’t mean to 
constrain the work of the church 
in its present structure but to cre-
ate an improved framework that 
will also allow us to make the 
best use of volunteers. Changes 
are nothing new; they have been 
made in the past. 
 
VISIONING 
 
Craig Frame is chairing the work-
ing group on visioning—what we 
hope the church will be in five or 
ten years. This group includes 
most of the members of the Joint 
Needs Assessment Committee, 
Joyce Trites, Elizabeth Savoie, 
and Hilary Drain. (The acronym 
is pronounced Jay-Nack.). The 
job of JNAC is to discover the 
personnel needs of the congrega-
tion. Such a committee is man-
dated by the United Church every 
time one of our ministers is 
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called elsewhere so that we can 
look anew at what the needs of 
the church are at that moment. 
Before the JNAC could con-
tinue its work, the congregation 
needed a clearer understanding 
of its vision. It made sense not 
to have two different groups do-
ing the same visioning. The 
working group sent out a survey 
to ascertain what the members 
of the congregation believe we 
are called to be and do. The sur-
vey came by e-mail as well as in 
paper form available at Coffee 
and Conversation and in the of-
fice. After church on October 31 
and on the evening of Novem-
ber 4, the group hosted open fo-
rums to help it in its delibera-
tions. Craig explained that we 
didn’t need to change our mis-
sion statement; what we needed 
was a plan for the foreseeable 
future, what we understand our-
selves to be now and what we 
imagine we can become in five 
years. In short, a vision. 
 
 

The eight question of the survey 
were suggested by the United 
Church. I thought they were ab-
stract and even self-evident. 
“Why do we do what we do?” or 
“What are our core values?” I at-
tended the Sunday focus meeting 
with 25 others and was pleased 
with how specific our aspirations 
were, how practical the sugges-
tions made. We went through 
each question of the survey, and 
what we said was  
written on flip charts.  
 
FINANCES 
 
The chair of the Wilmot Informa-
tion Team, Owen Washburn, for-
merly the chair of Stewards, is 
leading the working group of Bob 
Lutes and Blair Kennedy studying 
the financial situation of the 
church. By springtime the Official 
Board hopes to have a steward-
ship campaign, overdue because 
we haven’t had one for about 
seven years. After Owen’s group 
presents its report, the congrega-
tion will be better able to under-
stand the financial needs of the 
church. 
 

Carpe Diem: Seize the day. 
 

☺Nancy Bauer 
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Christmas Hamper Program 
 
Each year Wilmot provides 
Christmas Hampers for fami-

lies that have moved to Fre-
dericton, many as refugees 
from countries such as Sudan, 
Kenya, Somalia, Sierra Leone, 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Bhutan, and 
Columbia. The families that 
receive hampers, including 
gifts and food, have left their 
extended families behind, 
along with the support net-
work that extended families 
represent. So aside from the 
fact that they need the warm 
items that we provide for 
them, the warmth that they re-
ceive along with our gifts is 
very much needed and appre-
ciated. 
 
We work together with the 
Multicultural Association of 
Fredericton to make this a re-
ality. MCAF provide us with 
the family list and donations. 
We always have help from 
others in the community but  

Wilmot people have always 
been very generous in support-
ing this project. 
 
The mitten tree is set up in the 
gym on each Sunday - Nov 14 
- Dec 5. There are paper mit-
tens on the tree – each mitten 
containing information about a 
gift. The gifts range from toys 

- games – clothing such as in-
door winter tops.  We ask that 
the gifts be new and returned 
no later than Dec 5. Monetary 
donations also may be given 
through envelopes marked for 
the hamper program. 
 
Volunteers are needed to help 
with the preparation of the 
hampers the week of Dec. 13th. 
Sign-up sheets are available at 
the mitten tree.  
 
Thank you for your support. 
 

☺Elaine Kenyon 
Outreach committee 


