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Saturday the 29th  - 2 - 4 p.m. Stewardship workshop with 
Rev. Roger Janes 
 
Sunday the 30th - 11 a.m. Stewardship Worship Service, 
Rev. Roger Janes 

Sunday the 7th - 11 a.m. Thanksgiving and Worldwide 
Communion Worship Service 
 
Sunday the 14th - Soup Luncheon 
 
Friday the 26th and Saturday 27th - Fall Rummage Sale 
 

Friday the 26th - Application deadline for the Helen A. 
Young Memorial Scholarship and the Wendy Topolski 
Memorial Scholarship 

Sunday the 4th - Soup Luncheon 
 
Thursday the 8th - Apple Pie Sale  
 
Friday the 9th - 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. and Saturday the 10th 
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Ten Thousand Villages Sale. 
 
Sunday the 18th -11 a.m. Anniversary Worship Service, 
Rev. Peter Short. 
 
Saturday the 24th -Wilmot Auction. 
 
Friday the 30th - Bake Sale and New-to-You-Sale. 

Sunday the 2nd - 11 a.m.  Advent 1 Worship Service.   

Fall 2018 Schedule 

September 

October 

November 

December 



Words from 

Wilmot 
Volume 29, Issue 3 

Sept. 2018 

Ministry Team 
Rev. Rose-Hannah 

Gaskin 
506-292-1680 

rosehannahwilmot 
@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Ellen Beairsto 

506-206-1943   
ellen.beairsto2 
@gmail.com 

 

Organist  
Virginia Leiter 

 

Music Director 
Steven Peacock 

 

Church Office 
Marlene Phillips 

506-458-1066 
wilmotuc@ 

nb.sympatico.ca 
 

Church Sexton 
Randy Randall 

Kitchen and Hall: 
506-452-0219 

―  
Words from 

Wilmot 
is published by the 
Information Team 

of 
Wilmot United 

Church 
 
 

Web Site: 
wilmotuc.nb.ca 

is published several times a 
year by Wilmot United 

Church, Fredericton, New 
Brunswick. Opinions 

expressed in any issue of 
Words from Wilmot are the 
views of individual writers, 

and do not necessarily 
represent the viewpoint of 

the congregation. 

Page 2 Words from Wilmot  

 The Week That Was 
By Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin 

I was excited to be chosen as a dele-
gate or commissioner as they are 
called, by Woolastook Presbytery. 
Given the business of the Remits to be 
enacted by the Court, it would be a 
significant event in the history of our 
Church. 
 
I was very tired when I arrived in 
Oshawa at the residence. It was good 
to check in and settle into the pleasant 
accommodation provided on the cam-
pus of Durham College.  
 
The meeting facilities were very good, 
the spaces were large and “university-
like”. There were 365 commissioners, 
many staff and volunteers as well as 
students attending the college and 
some other groups. 
 
Each morning began with worship, 
which I found interesting and mean-
ingful, even in a large utilitarian gath-
ering hall. There was a lot of electron-
ic and high-tech equipment in use 
with many screens, so one could see 
from wherever one was sitting. We 
were seated at round tables of 6. 
 
The new business process included 3 
types of sessions: listening, discussion 
and decision-making. Proposals were 
grouped into themes as much as possi-
ble, and we spent time listening, dis-
cussing and then deciding. Voting was 

done with electronic clickers and results 
displayed on the screens around us in 
lightning speed.  
 
Key to the efficient and effective work-
ing of the whole was the up-front leader-
ship of the Executive Secretary Nora 
Saunders and our then Moderator, Jor-
dan Cantwell. Of course, behind their 
leadership was months of work by those 
who planned the meeting and another 
large group who worked very hard to 
manage the business and the problems of 
each full day. 
 
More than anything, there was one spe-
cial moment that I want to tell you 
about. It made me think about what may 
have happened at the first Pentecost, a 
Kairos moment. Here’s what happened: 
 
Near the end of the last day of business, 
Friday, July 27, after a long and intense 
week of listening, discussion and deci-
sion making, the business of the 43rd 
General Council was being competently 
and efficiently wound up. We were in 
the home stretch. 
 
In an interval while matters were being 
attended to by the Business Table, we 
heard a reflection from Intercultural Ob-
server Paul Douglas Walfall, one of sev-
eral intercultural observers.  
 
He called on the church to recognize its 
own racism and the marginalization of 
racialized members. It seemed as if we 
didn’t really hear him. Then, suddenly, 
something unexpected precipitated a 
turning point in the proceedings and the 
predictable processes of the 43rd Gen-
eral Council veered into uncharted terri-
tory.  
 
At this point, youth delegate Daniel 
MacDonald and commissioner Penny 
Nelson presented a proposal that the 
General Council ask their racialized sib-
lings for forgiveness, and that business 

mailto:Bearisto/506-784-7244/ellenb@nb.aibn.com
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have carpentry skills, artwork, fine jewel-
ry, hand and power tools, china, office 
chair, dresser, antique rug, musical talent, 
hall mirror, mantle clock, wingback chair, 
a unique storage cabinet, coffee table, ap-
pliances, kitchenware, decorator lamps, 
crystal, snow blower, gourmet cooking 
skills or collectibles that you would like to 
donate.    All donors will receive a charita-
ble receipt for the value that their items 
sell for at the auction.  
 
To donate any items, you are asked to con-
tact Marlene at the Church Office 
(telephone: 458-1066 or e-mail: wilmo-
tuc@nb.sympatico.ca) for a time when 
someone will be available to receive your 
item(s) and record details pertaining to 
your donation.  This is important to ensure 
proper tracking for charitable receipt pur-
poses. 
 
If your donation is physically large (e.g. 
bed frame, sofa, dining room table, snow 
blower), you are encouraged to notify the 
Church Office of your intent to donate as 
early as possible but retain the item until 
November before delivering to the 
Church.  
 
If you need a truck and driver to pick up a 
large item from your home, we can help if 
you contact Marlene to advise.   Please do 
this as soon as you have made the decision 
to donate so that we have the time needed 
to arrange transportation. 
 
Beginning in late October, there will be 
regular photo updates of items that have 
been donated to the auction posted on the 

Church website and during Coffee & Con-
versation and there will be a live viewing 
of the items just prior to the start of bid-

ding on November 24th. 

☺Judy Luton 

processes and procedures be "transformed" 
from this point forward.  
 
What followed was a powerful breaking forth 
of many voices as Indigenous and racialized 
commissioners and guests took to the micro-
phones and for two hours shared their deeply 
personal experiences of racism and marginali-
zation in the church. This was nothing less 
than a powerful call to the church for true 
transformation, which is what the Church 
should be about. 
 
A lot of very good work was done that week 
by hundreds of dedicated United Church peo-
ple from across Canada. It offered us a mean-
ingful experience of what it means to be part 
of the larger Church. There were many oppor-
tunities to see and hear the values we cherish, 
put into practice. I often wished that you 
could have been there with me to share the 
exciting experience. I am so grateful and 
proud to be part of this United Church of ours. 

☺Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin 

 
Wilmot Auction 2018 

The thrill of a Wilmot Auction returns No-
vember 24th!  With both a live and a silent 
auction running  simultaneously, the event 
promises to be a great day of fellowship, fun 
and fundraising for the Wilmot community.  
We will be welcoming back a professional 
auctioneer again this year to move things 
along and there will be door prizes as part of 
the fun. 
 
Along with the need for a team of volunteers 
and a packed room of bidders, a successful 
Wilmot Auction requires hundreds of quality 
items on the auction block.  Please consider 
what treasures and/or talents you might offer 
to enhance our auction.  It may be that you 
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Wilmot’s Architecture  
 

For the interior of Wilmot Church the archi-
tect Matthew Stead emphasized its Gothic 
Revival style. Because the church is built of 
wood, not stone, its style is sometimes called 
Carpenter Gothic. Even though its sanctuary 
resembles that of the stone Fredericton An-
glican Cathedral, the wood assures that it is, 
in contrast, warm and friendly, not cold and 
austere. Wilmot’s vaulted ceiling, its arches, 
its pointed-arch windows with stained glass, 
and its high altar are indeed Gothic, but 
humble Gothic. The ceiling features many 
smaller curved vaults - arched niches - some 
of them outlined with ribs.  
 
The doors on the pews suggest tranquility. 
We are both one with God and with the con-
gregation but cozy, safe from danger. The 
balcony not only provides additional seats 
but by interrupting the soaring height of the 
sanctuary makes it less formidable. That 
height combined with its “shoebox” or rec-
tangular shape delivers fine acoustics for 
concerts from classic to rock.  
 
Adding to the warmth of the church are the 
colours. In the late 1940s the Hon. W. J. 
West commissioned artist Alex Colville to 
determine the colour scheme, a dull red, a 

mid-blue and a somber brown, for the paint-
ed woodwork. He also designed the stencil 
decoration—the red and blue of the arch 
stencil painted high over the altar are proba-
bly the colours he mixed. Mary West Pratt, 
West's daughter, said that she found the 
scheme "exhilarating".  
 
The light from the stained glass windows 
influenced her to become an artist, she once 
said. That light also contributes to the sanc-
tuary’s welcoming beauty. John Leroux 
writes in Glorious Light: The Stained Glass 
of Fredericton: “Wilmot’s original windows 
along its upper balcony are an extremely 
well-preserved series of multicoloured units 
with varying wooden Gothic tracery….The 
result is strikingly fresh in its primary col-
our range, as hue and flowing tracery line 
generate the visual effect as opposed to rely-
ing on narrative or figurative panes.” At cer-
tain times of the year the sun comes through 
the top of one of the first three King Street 
windows and shines on the minister’s face.  
The second window on the right front has 
become famous. It is a William Morris and 
Edward Burne-Jones window, one of the 
few in Canada.  In it Raphael’s hat has a 
cockleshell, a sign of the pilgrim, and he 
carries a pilgrim staff. The other angel, Ga-
briel, also carries a pilgrim staff. The lesson 
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is that we are all pilgrims. The lower part of 
the window was designed by John Henry 
Dearle. An expert has suggested that evidence 
of his skill can be seen on the left side in the 
posture of the leg and foot with its splayed 
toes. The background design of intertwining 
stalks and acanthus leaves was introduced by 
William Morris in 1872, becoming a signature 
of the firm.  
 
And yet this warmth and friendliness do not 
make the sanctuary commonplace. We know 
we are in a special dwelling - awe-inspiring 
and holy.  Rudolph Otto wrote of the style, 
"the Gothic appears as the most numinous of 
all types of art... The semi-darkness that glim-
mers in vaulted halls, or beneath the branches 
of a lofty forest glade, strangely quickened 
and stirred by the mysterious play of half-
lights, has always spoken eloquently to the 
soul…” At the Christmas Eve candlelight ser-
vice, we feel this deeply. 
 
On every wood surface is a carved decoration: 
arches on the pew doors, miniature columns 
everywhere, many variants of crosses, holders 
in the pews for the communion glasses.  The 
largest of the three elaborate throne-like 
chairs on the altar almost seems to diminish 
the minister sitting there.  
 
Mary West Pratt’s words remind us that archi-
tecture affects us deeply. When babies are 
baptized, we see them looking up at the ceil-
ing, puzzled.  Matthew Chase all his life has 
seemed so at home here, but who is also so 
respectful that he is often chosen as a guard. 
At Wilmot our children range freely, but with 
reverence, through the church, up and down 
its many levels, into its hidden corners, dis-
covering its mysterious cubbyholes. Off the 
Fireside Room in the basement is a door that 
leads to the upper level. How many children 
have climbed those stairs? The inner life is 
created by such sensory but sacred experienc-
es. 
 
The members of our congregation flow, even 
if not consciously, in the stream of history. 
The Gothic Revival of the mid-nineteenth 

century corresponded with the public interest 
in Romanticism and the art and crafts of me-
dieval times. Classic architecture and interest 
in Greece and Rome, so beloved of the found-
ers of the USA in the eighteenth century, were 
for a time superseded.   
 
In Building New Brunswick: An Architectural 
History Leroux traces that change made under 
the influence of Anglican Bishop John Med-
ley. “Medley’s building agenda also touched 
Catholic and other Protestant denominations. 
Strong proof is Matthew Stead’s work, espe-
cially the Roman Catholic Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception in Saint John, St. Ste-
phen Catholic Church at Milltown-St. Ste-
phen and the towering Wilmot Methodist 
Church…. In the space of thirty years the ar-
chitectural and cultural ideal of New Bruns-
wick had shifted from an American-inspired 
rationalist concept to the Gothic dream suf-
fused through stained glass.”  
 
I have heard it said in defense of destroying or 
modernizing our edifices that the church is 
not the building but its people. We are, how-
ever, not angels; we must be sheltered. Our 
inner lives are invigorated, even generated, by 
our created surroundings—their beauty, histo-
ry, and architecture.  

☺Nancy Bauer 
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Ted and Anita Jones 
 

For their honeymoon, Ted and Anita Jones 
went to Whitehorse to do research for one of 
the first of Ted’s history projects. One of his 
students in an English class told him, “My 
grandfather wrote books.” Ted became 
fascinated with this grandfather, H.A. Cody. 
He discovered that the man had written many 
novels in addition to being an Anglican 
Archdeacon, a father of five, keeping a daily 
journal. Ted visited all of the churches Cody 
had served in the Maritimes. But Cody had 
also been a missionary in the Yukon, so in 
1972, he and Anita flew to Whitehorse. They 
went to the various little settlements Cody 
had visited, talked to the people who had 
known about him. They visited Cody’s 
church. They peppered our conversation with 
compelling historical anecdotes. One of these 
was that in 1959 Queen Elizabeth and Prince 
Philip were scheduled to visit the church, but 
the Queen begged off because of a digestive 
upset. Later the world heard it was morning 
sickness - she was pregnant with Prince 
Edward. Anita and Ted’s honeymoon was a 
propitious start to their marriage. They’ve 
been collaborating on history projects ever 
since.  
 
 
It was only fitting that Anita, with Ted’s 

 
We look forward to another busy year with 
Outreach.  Our programs continue to be 
supported by the congregation, both 
financially and with many helping hands.  We 
thank all those who are able to continue in this 
helping role and welcome anyone who wishes 
to learn about the work of the committee and 
wishes to participate in any of our numerous 
activities. 
 
Soup Lunches provide financial support for 
many of our activities.  We have two soup 
lunches planned for the fall – October 14 and 
November 4.  We look forward to the 
Christmas luncheon where we provide the 
soup and work with other church committee 
members to organize the event.   
 

Our activities include Social Justice, Saturday 
Night Drop In, Inter-Church Refugee 
Committee, Wednesdays at Wilmot, Soup 
Lunches, working with the community as 
needed on projects, organization of teams for 
the Community Kitchen, and organization and 
purchase of products for the Fair Trade booth 
which is open most Sundays for purchases.   
 

Please contact members of the committee if 
you are interested in our work.  Co-chairs – 

Lynn MacKinnon (mlmack@nbnet.nb.ca) or 
Terri MacLean (tmac3938@gmail.com)   
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help, was asked to write the history of 
Wilmot Church. She is the fourth generation 
of Wilmoteers—both Methodist and United. 
She began her love of local history when her 
parents, Faye and Allan Boone, would take 
her and her sister Marilyn on their trips to 
local cemeteries. She remembers a visit to 
one in Taymouth where they discovered the 
graves of the 42th Highlanders, including 
one of her ancestors. “Mom and Dad never 
said, ‘You have to learn history.’ We just 
enjoyed the history trips we made around the 
province.” I remember the Boones with 
fondness; both worked hard for the church.  
 
Ted took a little longer in developing his 
love of history. Working for his MA at UNB, 
he took a creative writing course with 
Desmond Pacey. For his MA thesis he chose 
to write about the novelist Willa Cather. At 
that time Cather’s Grand Manan rundown 
cottage was not locked; people walked in and 
out, freely taking papers or furniture. Doing 
that research got Ted hooked on history, 
especially its biographical branch.  
Anita is also interested in this aspect of 
history. She writes in the introduction to 
History of Wilmot Church, “…I have 
attempted to include…many details of the 
people who, over more than two centuries, 
have laid the foundations of active church 
community.” 
 
Her father taught physics at UNB. One of his 
professors had been Brian Priestman; they 
became friends as well as colleagues. After 
Priestman’s heroic death trying to rescue a 
boy from the St. John River, the city named a 
street to honour the man. Professor Boone 
had letters from Priestman; this inspired 
Anita and Ted to write a booklet about him.  
After they retired from their teaching careers, 
they became even more involved in the 
history of the province. For many years Ted 
wrote articles for the Daily Gleaner, 155 of 
them, Anita helping with research and 
proofreading. He took over the editing of 
“The Officers’ Quarterly”, the magazine of 
the York-Sunbury Historical Society. Anita 
wrote a regular column in it. They expanded 
the publication, adding cooking and poetry. 

Nimbus Press asked Ted to write a history of 
Fredericton and then the history of Northside 
Fredericton. They wrote for the Atlantic 
Advocate, collaborating together on all these 
projects, obviously a smoothly-working 
team.  
 
Anita’s grandfather had bought a lot and 
built a house at the far end of the estate that 
Lemuel Wilmot had named Evelyn Grove. 
As a child Anita played throughout the estate 
environs. Since 2000 Anita has been writing 
Wilmot’s biography. Researching his life, 
she went digging through the church’s 
cubbyholes. “It’s amazing what came out of 
one closet.” She says that Wilmot “was a 
man of many talents as a musician, farmer, 
military strategist, teacher, preacher.  He 
could have succeeded at any of them.” But 
he became a lawyer, politician, judge and 
Lieutenant Governor.  
 
As good historians, Anita and Ted think the 
Wilmot Church papers should be housed in 
the Provincial Archives. There they would 
still be the property of Wilmot, but they 
would be properly cared for in climate 
controlled conditions, be catalogued, and be 
available to historians. The Archives would 
provide photocopies if the church wanted 
them. The Joneses make extensive use of 
both the Provincial and the UNB Archives. 
They are great advocates for the institutions.  
Ted and Anita have one son, Adam Wesley, 
a good Methodist name, after her great-
grandfather, and a grandson, Daniel Allan, 
after her father; no surprise that the names 
are historical.  
 

☺Nancy Bauer 
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Matthew Chase 
Wilmot’s Summer Tour Guide  

 
“How was your 
summer?” is a 
question frequently 
asked at this time 
of year.  If you ask 
Matthew Chase, he 
will say “just 
great!”  When I 
interviewed 
Matthew he was 
finishing his third 
year as Wilmot’s 
summer tour guide 
after graduating 
from high school 

and was preparing to move to Moncton, 
where he will be studying Business 
Administration Management at NBCC.  This 
seems a natural progression for Matthew who 
was involved with Junior Achievement for 
four years taking on the role of CEO for his 
team and was chief of production and chief 
financial officer.  He also credits his 
experience working at Wilmot for his interest 
in how organizations function.  In addition to 
his role as tour guide he acted as door 
supervisor, helped Marlene, assisted with 
UCW events setting up tables responding to 
requests as needed, and had janitorial duties.  
He knows what a busy place Wilmot can be 
with so many activities and people coming 
and going. 
 
Matthew tells me he has been attending 
Wilmot since he was born and has a deep love 
for the physical building and for the people 
who make up the congregation.  This summer 
tour traffic to Wilmot was busier than usual. 
He credits this summer’s increase to the lack 
of construction going on outside our Carleton 
Street doors and the Thursday night market on 

Carleton Street. He estimates he gave tours to 
approximately 120 people, mostly families, 
who read about the tour through tourist 
information at City Hall, or saw the “Open for 
Tours”  sidewalk sign.  Tours lasted anywhere 
from a quick five minutes to the average of 
one hour, with one tour with a particularly 
interested gentleman from Ontario lasting an 
hour and a half.  Matthew greeted visitors 
from Russia, Poland, Germany, Korea, China, 
Japan, England, Scotland, Argentina, Canada 
and the USA.  People generally ask, “What is 
the United Church, is the wooden hand a 
normal thing on United Churches, and what is 
the history of the organ?”  A common 
reaction from visitors is that they are amazed 
by the size of the sanctuary.  To help him 
answer questions about the church and its 
history, Matthew frequently started in the 
gym, referring to the timeline on the wall and 
then took people into the sanctuary.  He also 
made sure everyone received a brochure in 
either English or French and signed the guest 
book.  “I love it when people come in to talk 
about the church and ask questions, and I 
especially enjoy getting to meet people.”   
Wilmot wishes Matthew every success in his 
new studies and when I ask if he will be 
returning for visits when he is home from 
school he answers with an emphatic “Yes!” 
   

☺Kathie Goggin 

 

Book Club Notice 

On Tuesday October 23rd at 7:30 our Wilmot 

Book Club will have author, Ted Jones, as a  
guest speaker.  His talk will be on the book 
“Under Sealed Orders” by H. A. Cody.  The 

book is a maritime historical literary treasure. 
Everyone is welcome. 
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Sweden for the month of July joining children 
from around the world as part of the CISV 
International program. They even remem-
bered to send us a postcard!  Lily Porter was 
the youngest member of the NB team who 
traveled to the ScotDance Canada Champion-
ship held in Calgary Technology is truly 
amazing as I sat in my cottage at Oromocto 
Lake and watched Lily dance through 
LiveStream..a first for me! 
  
Wilmot's Sunday School Program got un-
derway a couple of weeks ago with lots of 
children joining us. Rose Messenger has 
joined our Youth/ Young Adult Leadership 
Team with support also from Amy Foster 
when her schedule allows it. Jacob Ebbett is 
going to give support to the younger chil-
dren’s programming. Welcome Rose, Amy & 
Jacob. 
 
Our Youth Groups will soon be in full swing. 
Some exciting plans are coming together. The 
youth will be conducting a Service or Wor-
ship at the end of October or the first of No-
vember so stay tuned! On Sept 28, three of 
our youth, Matthew & Jonathan Chase 
along with Sam Porter are off to Sherbrooke 
Lake Camp in Nova Scotia for the Maritime 
Conference’s Fall Youth Forum. It promises 
to be a great weekend for them and a great 
year for all of us. 
   

   ☺Thank you for all 
your support of our young people. 

   Blessings from Ellen, 
our children, youth & young adults. 

 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
CORNER 

 
It has been a busy few months for all of us In 
June, we once again had a very successful 
Graduation Service honouring 21 graduates. 
This uplifting service not only involved the 
children and youth, but we were also blessed 
to have handbells, cello, guitar along with the 
Rev. Peter Short preaching. The Congrega-
tional Picnic followed a couple of weeks later 
– a service filled with fellowship, games & 
laughter for all ages.  The involvement of our 
children and youth is a great reminder of just 
how blessed we are to have such loving and 
caring young people in our midst. 
  
The month of July, when St Paul's joined us 
for worship, saw children present every Sun-
day. A program was in place for them with 
leadership from a variety of willing folks as 
well as some youth. THANK YOU! A num-
ber of our children attended the “GO Project 
Adventure Camp” in July. This camp was 
sponsored by the area United Churches and 
held at Nashwaaksis United Church. Special 
thanks to Wilmot for their support as well as 
to Bethany Young and Maureen Toner who 
shared their knowledge as we spent a couple 
of hours at the Hyla Park Nature Preserve. 
   
Our summer ended with our VBS program 
filling the halls of St. Paul's with singing, sto-
rytelling and laughter. Mya McAllister, with 
her natural ability to keep the children’s focus 
with her puppetry along with Matthew & 
Jonathan Chase & Jacob Ebbett who lent a 
hand with a variety of tasks were certainly an 
asset and very much appreciated. On the final 
day, we walked down to St. Andrews’ Presby-
terian Church and had great fun including 
playing with our usual water balloons. All the 
leaders as well as those who worked in the 
kitchen preparing the snacks and those who 
donated them made VBS another incredible 
success. 
 
The summer saw our youth going in many 
directions to their own camps or those run by 
others. Jamie Heard, Tait Leroux along with 
their leader, Danielle LeBlanc headed off to 
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Wilmot UCW is an active group of dynamic 
women always looking to welcome new 
members.  We enjoy fellowship together at 
monthly meetings and at several group 
meals during the year, coordinate a few 
fundraisers and offer catering services for 
various receptions at Wilmot. 

 

Our first major event will be the Fall 
Rummage Sale on Friday and Saturday, 
October 26th and 27th.  If you have items to 
donate, please leave them on the stage in the 
gym.  The Rummage Sale is always well 
received by the Fredericton community and 
it’s an opportunity for Wilmot folk to have 
some fun together as we work. 

Join us in the Kitchen to peel apples, roll 
pasty and assemble pies as part of the Apple 
Pie Sale on Thursday, November 8th with 
orders taken after Church on October 21, 28 
and November 4.  Be sure to place an order 
as these pies have gained a reputation 
throughout the city as the best around due to 
both their “mile high” apple filling and 
special sugar/spice recipe passed down from 
former UCW member Marjorie Atkinson. 

 
The Bake Sale and New-to You Sale is 
scheduled for Friday, November 30th.  All 

women in the congregation are asked to 
donate something to the Bake Sale. 
 

The application deadline this year for the 
Helen A. Young Memorial Scholarship and 
the Wendy Topolski Memorial Scholarship is 
Friday, October 26th. The Sunday Bulletins in 
September and October provide information 
on who is eligible to apply for these 
scholarships.  For more details, please contact 
Marlene in the Church Office at 
wilmotuc@nb.sympatico.ca. 
 
Our next two meetings are at 1 p.m. on 
Monday, October 15th and on Monday, 
November 12th in the Church Parlor.  All 
women are welcome! 

☺Judy Luton 

mailto:wilmotuc@nb.sympatico.ca
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LC:  Do you think the title of the chosen 
book "Incarnation" would cause some 
seekers to shun the book because of the 
connection of the word with the religious 
doctrine of redemption? 
 
DM: Those locked into literalism are not in 
tune with contemporary thought. We live in 
an evolutionary world.  Incarnation cannot be 
understood only as its 2,000 year old 
manifestation.  O'Murchu devotes one 
chapter to "Redemption and the Corruption 
of Incarnation". The universal questions are 
"Who am I?" and "Why am I here?" Aristotle 
said,"Without God, we cannot. Without us, 
God will not."  That helps us to understand 
incarnation as both an individual and a 
universal concept in an evolutionary 
paradigm. 
 
LC:  Why do you think that O'Murchu says 
that his target readership for this book is 
"wise elders"? (He has written over 25 books 
including "Quantum Theology", 
"Evolutionary Faith" and "In the Beginning 
was the Spirit") Most churches today put an 
emphasis on faith formation for their youth. 
 
DM:  Faith seekers today experience the 
world in terms of new discoveries daily, in 
addition to their own insights in relationships 
with others and the whole of creation. 
O'Murchu says that as a social scientist he 

Seekers Group Chooses 
"Incarnation" by Diarmuid 

O'Murchu for Discussion this Fall 

 
The following is an interview by Lucille 
Caseley with Rev. Don MacDougall, 
facilitator of Wilmot's Seekers Group.  The 
Seekers Group meets usually the third 
Thursday of each month, September to June, 
and will begin to explore the book 
"Incarnation; a new evolutionary threshold" 
by Diarmuid O'Murchu in September. 
 
Lucille Caseley: Tell us, Don, about the 
origin of our Seekers Group, and why this 
particular book was chosen by the group to 
study this fall. 
 
Don MacDougall:  The Seekers Group began 
about 10 years ago, as an outgrowth of our 
Lectionary Conversation Group that meets 
every Sunday morning.  Jack Oudemans often 
brought a book to the group for discussion, 
and folks decided to set aside a specific time 
for reading and discussing current books by 
theological scholars.  We usually follow a 
pattern of selecting topics in three categories: 
biblical research; ecclesiology of the 
emerging church; and scientific and religious 
insights.  The format of the group is based on 
adult education pedagogy, allowing adults to 
bring their own experience to the questions. 

(Continued on Page 12 
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believes that it is the wise elders who will 
provide the catalyst for recreating a more 
credible and empowering faith for the 21st 
century.  Have you noticed how Jesus often 
ended his stories with a question - "Who then 
was this man's neighbour?" or "Who do you 
say that I am?" He leaves it to the questioner 
to find their own answers. 
 
LC:  How does this book fit in with the 
present political and social climate of borders, 
walls and exploitation of the world's 
resources? 

 
DM:  We are becoming prisoner to a mind-set 
of "nationalism", not just in North America 
but world-wide.  Evolutionary theology points 
us toward the principle of cooperation for 
survival and spiritual development. 
O'Murchu"s thesis is that spiritual 
development is viewed as interrelated with the 
well-being of all the other creatures that share 
the web of life with us. 
 
LC:  O'Murchu uses the word "threshold" in 
his title with reference to a new era in spiritual 
understanding. It is an image of a stone or 
plank in a doorway separating one room from 
another that involves movement by the 
seeker.  Are we strong enough in our faith to 
take that step? 
 
DM:  People of all faiths are meeting in 
collaboration to explore the revelations 
offered to us as gifts of incarnation in our 
world.  We are learning from our indigenous 
peoples' understanding of Ultimate Reality, 
and from scientific breakthroughs in all 
disciplines that expand our minds. It is a 
movement that cannot be arrested. 
 
This interview has been condensed for space 
purposes, but Don is always willing to engage 
spiritual seekers with their thoughts and 
questions in a respectful way. There is an 
open invitation to join the Seekers Group for 
any or all of its sessions in the coming year. 
 

☺Lucille Caseley 

Wilmot and Pride  

 
Fredericton Pride Week unfolded across a 
deeply emotional backdrop this year, 
following so closely the tragic and 
unexpected loss of four lives.  Whether or 
not to go ahead with the Parade was not an 
easy decision for the organizers.  Like many 
participants, our Wilmot team looked for a 
way to mark the grief and loss, and decided 
on blue ribbons as a sign of support.   As we 
moved along the route we were met with 
enthusiastic crowds (estimated as three times 
the numbers that turned out last year).  It felt 
to me as though the city was looking for a 
collective moment of respite, a lighter 
moment to share together if only for a brief 
time. 
 
When members of our team were invited to 
give feedback about their participation, the 
responses converged around pride in our 
church, an empathy and desire to be 
supportive, and the fun of participating in a 
parade.   Here are a few comments. 
 
“I find participating in the parade and 
representing Wilmot to be an honour.  It's 
great to put ourselves out there so all can see 
who we are and what we stand for. Plus, it's 
a lot of fun, too!!” 
 
“I was happy to take part in the Gay 
Pride parade and to show that our Wilmot 
United Church is a supporter all the way.”  
    
“…to support friends and folks I know, and 
everybody who felt so different and was 
afraid to be themselves because they felt 

“Seekers Group” continued from page 11 



Page 13 

different….. I am so proud of Wilmot for 
being an Affirming  Congregation.” 
 
The parade was not our only participation in 
Pride Week.   We supported the screening of 
The Fruit Machine by sponsoring six 
attendees.  This film documents the outing 
and abuse of LGBTQ2+ members of the 
Canadian armed forces, civil service and 
police.   The film was followed by a panel of 
survivors, who responded to questions and 
spoke of the lasting impact of this purge on 
their lives.  Their courage was met with a 
standing ovation from the audience.   Gail 
Costello played a key role in bringing this 
event to Fredericton - she wanted to make 
sure we passed on her thanks for our church’s 
support.  

☺Maureen Toner 
On behalf of the Affirming Diversity 

Committee 
 

 

 
 
 

 

     The Fredericton Toy Library is again open 
after being closed over the summer.  This 

combination play group and toy lending 
library has over 200 toys suitable for children 
from birth to age 8+.  It is open from 10 am to 

noon on Wednesday and Saturday mornings 
(except long weekends). 

We would appreciate your help in getting the 
word out about this resource.  Brochures are 

available on the bulletin board in the 
room.  Please feel to take one and give it to a 
family with young children. 

 
Please note that membership in the 
Fredericton Toy Library is separate from 

church membership.  If you have young 
children coming to visit you, you are 
invited to become a Toy Library member so 

that you can borrow some toys for their visit. 

For more information about the Fredericton 
Toy Library, drop by during our open hours, 

call me at 474-1534, 
email fredtoylibrary@gmail.com or check us 
out on Facebook. 

☺Karen Flinn 

Wilmot Seekers Group 

(This is a re-print of an article that appeared 
in Words from Wilmot April 2011.  It is their 

first article that appeared in this publication.) 

The Wilmot Seekers Group met together 
around the fireplace in the parlour for the 
first time on Thursday afternoon, January 13. 
About 12 to 15 “Seekers” are attending the 
gatherings that are held once a month since 
then. It was the Lectionary Bible 
Conversation Group, which has met on 
Sunday mornings before worship for the past 
fifteen years, that initiated the idea of starting 
a monthly discussion group based on current 
books which raise central questions about the 
Christian journey and fresh ways of thinking 
about what the teachings of Jesus are about 
for us today. 
 
Members of our newly formed monthly 
afternoon group are called “Seekers” after 
first century “God Seekers” (or sometimes 
translated as “God Fearers”) who were 
attracted to the Jewish faith and culture 
which they observed to be anchored in a God 
that gave great meaning to the “why” of life. 
Don MacDougall, the facilitator of our 
group, explained that Christians currently are 
facing a time in history when issues that the 
Christian church dealt with in the first, sixth 
and thirteenth centuries have again come to 
the fore. During those times drastic changes 
to fit the evolving social climate were made. 

The challenge of the Christian church today 
calls for fundamental changes based on 
accumulated nowledge, scientific discovery 
and information technological advances. 
 
Emphasis cannot remain on worshipping a 
“Christ” shaped by medieval dogmas of the 
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Wilmot United 
Stewardship Initiative 

Fall 2018 
Faith In Action 

 
This fall we are invited to explore and deepen 
our faith by focusing on different dimensions 
of Christian faith and how we put our Faith in 
Action.   
 
Over five Sundays we will explore the 
question of stewardship in light of our faith in 
worship and during coffee hour.  Our 
Stewardship Initiative will include resource 
materials and learning opportunities, 
including a workshop on Planned Gifts.  We 
will be invited to consider what it means to be 
faithful stewards of the gifts we have been 
given as individuals/families and as Wilmot 
United, but there will be no visitation 
program. 

Sat, Sept 29 – 2:00 – 4:00 pm 
Planned Gifts Workshop with Roger 
Janes * 

 
Sun, Sept 30 – Stewardship, Generosity and 
 Gratitude 

Coffee Hour – Share your stewardship 
on scribble boards in the gym 

 
Sun, Oct 7 – Stewardship Beyond the Church 

Coffee Hour – Learn about 
opportunities in our community 

 
Sun, Oct 14 – Stewardship Within the Church 

Coffee Hour – Info session on 
financing the work of the Church 

 
Sun, Oct 21 – Stewardship for the Future: 
 Then & Now 

Coffee Hour – Info session on 
bequests and other planned gifts 

 
Sun, Oct 28 – Our Stewardship Response 

Coffee Hour – Celebrating Generosity 
 

 

*Planned Gifts Workshop - Roger Janes is 
the United Church Stewardship and Gift 

Officer for Atlantic Canada.  The workshop 
will be held on Saturday, September 29 from 
2:00 – 4:00.   Roger will help us consider the 

role that bequests and other planned gifts 
have in the funding of our mission and 
ministry at Wilmot and how do we invite 

such gifts and manage them faithfully. 
Everyone is invited to attend this workshop 
to learn about Planned Gifts at Wilmot. 

 

 

Rev. Roger Janes 
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early centuries, but the church needs to focus 
on following “The Way” by understanding 
Jesus’ teaching for the 21st century. 
 
Don is a spiritual guide and founder of the 
Atlantic Jubilee Program for Spiritual 
Deepening and Spiritual Guidance. He retired 
from pastoral United Church ministry in 1996, 
but is retired in name only, for his ministry is 
seated in a life-long focus on spiritual 
development. He generously offers his 
leadership skills in adult spiritual formation at 
Wilmot with grace and dedication, as well as 
to spiritual travelers in a private setting. 
 
The Seekers group is a forum for conversation 
and critique of books by writers of modern 
theological scholarship, while the on-going 
weekly Lectionary Group explores the 
Hebrew and Christian Scriptures designated 
for Sunday worship. The understanding in 
both groups, Don says, is that there are no 
right or wrong comments, questions or 
observations. Conversation is explorative and 
respectful of all opinions and attentive to 
guidelines about how adults learn and grow, 
and open to all. 
 
The book, Saving Jesus from the Church: how 
to stop worshipping Christ and start following 
Jesus, by Robin Meyers is the chosen title for 
Wilmot Seekers for the first few months of 
2011. Robin Meyers writes, “The most urgent 
question of all goes unasked: What kind of 
God did Jesus reveal? That question has been 
submerged beneath ‘battles for the Bible’ and 
bitter disputes over the metaphysics of a 
Galilean sage.” Meyers devotes a whole 
chapter to “Faith as Being, Not Belief”. A 
January article in The United Church 
Observer by Patricia Elliott, Into a Spiritual 
Wilderness, sums up the human quest for faith 
from the earliest re-telling of our faith stories.  
 
She says, “The Bible itself dispenses a 
shocking amount of ink describing belief.  In 
fact, the most hailed biblical heroes like 
Moses, Abraham and Job wrestle with their 
faith. We pose our questions but [unlike them] 
fail to take up the quest for answers.” 

 
In polite casual conversation today when the 
question of religious affiliation comes up we 
often hear the statement: “I am not a 
religious person, but I am spiritual.” Don 
MacDougall suggests that self-proclaimed 
spiritual folk have a great hunger for 
something larger than themselves to give 
deeper meaning to their lives, but they lack a 
sacred story of the human quest on which to 
hinge their longing and belonging.  
 
As Easter approaches we celebrate some of 
the most profound questions of our Christian 
faith. Seeking to separate myth from 
historical truth can lead to new 
understanding of what the life of the 
historical man, Jesus, was all about. We do 
not need to check our intellect at the door 
before singing the Hallelujah Chorus. We 
can work through our doubt and our grief by 
joining other spiritual travelers in a group 
where it is safe to ask the questions. Wilmot 
Seekers invite all to join them in the spiritual 
quest. 

☺ Lucille Caseley 
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A Tribute to Mary Pratt 

Mary West Pratt, an artist who turned the 
ordinary objects of her kitchen, garden and 
daily life into extraordinary works of beauty 
and colour, died in St. John's, Newfoundland 
on August 14, 2018 at age 83.  She had been 
receiving palliative care at her St. John's 
home. 

Mary was born in Fredericton, N.B. and attended Wilmot as a young girl 
with her family, including her sister Barbara West Cross. She attended 
Mount Allison University, where she fell in love with Newfoundlander 
Christopher Pratt, whose own painting career, has been legendary. The 
couple eventually moved and made a home near St. Mary's Bay, on 
Newfoundland's southern Avalon Peninsula.  It was here while raising four 
young children, that her own painting career was launched.  

“Pratt’s unmatched talent for depicting the 
mysterious beauty in the detail of everyday 
things — her hyper-real paintings of jelly 
jars on the window sill, a bloody fish in the 
sink, salmon on crinkled tinfoil — 
captured the hearts and minds of art lovers 
across the country and around the 
world.“  (HOLLY MCKENZIE-SUTTER The 
Canadian Press ) 

Mary never forgot Wilmot, she donated one of 
her paintings to the church which was sold as 
prints in a fund raising campaign for the work 
of the church. Prints are still available from the 
church office. 

Note: We mourn the recent passing of Mary 

West Pratt. We are grateful for the whole West 
family and for Wilmoteer Barbara West Cross 
and her husband George Cross.  
 

 

 


