
Inside this issue: 

Important Dates 2 

Wilmot Seniors 2 

Inter Church 
Refugee 

Committee 
3 

Concerts and 
Connections 

4 

Jeremy Dutcher 5 

Richard J Scott 5  

Toy Library 5 

Outreach News 6 

Bill and 
Gordon Young 

6 

Children 
and Youth  

7 

Scholarships 
Awarded 

8 

2018 Auction 9 

UCW  10 

Mitten Tree 10 

Gifts That 
Give Twice 

11 

Wilmot United Church — Fredericton, New Brunswick 

November, 2018 

Volume 29 Issue 4 

 
Advent 1 
Dec. 2, Worship 
Service, 11:00  
 
 
 
 
Advent 2 
Dec. 9, Worship 
Service, 11:00  
 
 
 
Advent 3 
Dec. 16,  Children 
and Youth Worship 
Service, 11:00 
“The Fumbly 
Bumbly Angels”   
 
Congregational Luncheon after worship  
 
Friday Dec. 21, 
7:00 PM 
Longest Night 
Service at St. Paul’s  
 
Advent 4 
Dec. 23, Worship 
Service, 11:00 
Special Music 

Dec 24, Christmas Eve Services: 
 
4:00 pm – Children’s celebration 
“Journeying to Bethlehem” (A spe-
cial service for children. Everyone 
of all ages are welcome.)  
 
7:00 pm – Family Service 
 
11:00 pm – Communion Service 
 
December 30, 11:00 
Combined Worship Service with St. 
Paul’s at Wilmot 
 
 

 
 

White Gifts:  Over the four weeks 
of Advent worship we are invited to 
bring an assortment of items as we 
"Journey towards Bethlehem”: 
food, clothes, toiletries, baby needs. 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICES 

See Page 2 for other activities and dates for this December 
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Wilmot Seniors 
 
We welcome all Seniors to our meetings 
and outings and would love to add to our 
numbers! We are a group of Seniors, 
married or single, who like to spend a 
couple of hours, usually once a month 
with other Seniors, to talk, laugh, visit 
and enjoy a nice cup of hot tea and a 
light lunch before we head for home.  If 
anyone is interested in joining us, just 
watch the bulletin for the date of our 
Tuesday afternoon gatherings between 
September and June.  You’ll be very 
welcome.  It’s a nice way to meet other 
seniors who like to call Wilmot Church 
their home! 

OUR WILMOT SENIORS CHRIST-
MAS CELEBRATION - This year 
Aggie is going to cater our Christmas 
lunch right here at the church on 
Tuesday, Dec. 4, at 12 noon. It’s going 
to be a great party with stories, door 
prizes, a Christmas Carol sing and of 
course, a delicious buffet lunch. All this 
fun for only $18! 
 
As in the past, we will be collecting 
wrapped gifts to be donated to the Men’s 
Shelter. Please let Susan (450-4072) or 
Brenda (363-3388) know if you would 
like to join us for some fun and fellow-
ship. Need a ride? No problem, we can 
arrange one for you very easily. You are 
very welcome to be a part of our festivi-
ties as we celebrate Christmas together. 
 

Our first gathering in the New Year will 
be on January 15th, and will be a fun af-
ternoon of Bingo! 

☺Sue Breen  

December 1, 8, 15 and 22. 
Small Group Book Study on 
Saturdays at noon.  The focus 
will be on “Gratitude.”  
 
December 4, 11, (Tuesdays) 
Group Meditation for Men on 
Tuesdays from 4-5:30 
Fireside Room  
 
December 4 (Tuesday) 
Seniors Christmas Celebration  
Noon at Church, 
Catered by Aggie’s 
 
December 5, (Wednesday) 
7:30 Annual Advent Carol 
Service held at St. Paul’s 
 
December 9, (Sunday) 
Mitten Tree Gifts final donation 
date. Volunteers will be needed 
for wrapping. Contact Rita Roach 
or Elaine Kenyon. 
 
December 14, (Friday) 
Annual Christmas Progressive 
Dinner 
 
Manor Services: 
 
December 16, (Sunday) 
@3:00  Pine Grove 
 
December 19, (Wednesday) @ 
10:30 Thomas Hall, Shannex 
 
December 20 (Thursday) @ 2:30 
York Manor (Communion) 

mailto:Bearisto/506-784-7244/ellenb@nb.aibn.com
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among the early members. Doreen and Leta 
recently added up the number of families that 
have been settled here under the sponsorship 
of the two committees and figured over 200—
beginning with the Boat People from Vi-
etnam, and then refugees from 14 African 
countries, four Central American countries, 
three countries of the Middle East, three from 
the former Yugoslavia, and India. Recently 
the committee has sponsored two of the Syri-
an refugee families that came here under 
Prime Minister Trudeau’s initiative. 

Over the years the national refugee sponsor-
ship program has manifested itself in many 
different ways - the finances shared with the 
federal government or the responsibility 
shared with families settled here wanting to 
bring other members of their family and a few 
completely financed on their own. The logis-
tics are complicated and involve several Unit-
ed Church committees, Federal government 
programs, and many forms to be filled out by 
committee members.  Nowadays the families 
wanting to immigrate can visit the Canadian 
government website to fill out the necessary 
forms. All these immigration forms go to the 
central United Church office in Toronto and 
then on to the federal department of immigra-
tion in Winnipeg.  

Three years ago I offered to help the first Syr-
ian family with their English. Up until then I 
had been only vaguely aware of this Wilmot 
charity, but observing the work put in by the 
committee members, I came to appreciate 
what was required of them in time, effort, but 
even more importantly, in their emotional 
support, the true humanity of their attitudes. 
All done of course with no fuss, no fanfare. "I 
was homeless and you took me in”. 

☺Nancy Bauer  

Inter-Church 

Refugee 

Committee 

“I was homeless and you 
took me in” 

 An important mandate of Wilmot’s wider 
outreach program is its participation with 
St. Paul’s and Forest Hill United Churches 
in the Inter-Church Refugee Committee. 
Wilmot’s current members are Elaine Ken-
yon, Norm and Mecca Laverty. The com-
mittee works under an agreement the na-
tional United Church has made with the 
federal government. It works with the Mul-
ti-Cultural Association and the Citizenship 
and Immigrant Commission through its 
Immigration Resettlement Program, 
providing furnished accommodations, 
clothes, assistance with medical and other 
necessary applications as well as with 
problems that just spring up unforeseen. 
Wilmot’s Outreach Committee provides 
financial support through its soup lunch-
eons. Members of the three congregations 
donate furnishings, money, clothing and 
many different services in kind, but our 
Elaine, Norm and Mecca do the heavy lift-
ing for us in helping the families feel at 
home.  

The ad hoc chair of the committee, as she 
describes herself, is Doreen Kissick of For-
est Hill United. She and Leta Clayden are 
original members of a committee that was 
formed in 1972 under the leadership of 
Reverend Bill Randall. In 1992 the present 
day Inter-Church Committee was formed,  
Helen Creelman, Marie Young, Judy Loo, 
Darrell Mesheau, and Elaine Kenyon 
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Concerts and Connections 
 

Wilmot sanctuary has long been an attractive 
concert venue for performing musicians within 
our own church and those in the greater Fred-
ericton area. As congregants, it is our valued 
sacred place of worship and spiritual focal 
point. The sharing of this space with the wider 
community lends itself to significant cultural 
offerings enjoyed by music lovers of many 
genres. Three such events described below in-
dicate an overwhelmingly positive experience 
by presenters. 
 
This October the Provincial Archives celebrat-
ed their 50th anniversary with a Jamboree fea-
turing some of New Brunswick’s celebrated 
old time and bluegrass musicians such as Ivan 
and Vivian Hicks and the music of Ned Land-
ry. Wilmoter and one of the organizers, Twila 
Buttimer emphasized, “The size of the sanctu-
ary, excellent acoustics, accessibility for disa-
bled persons and central location were factors 
in choosing Wilmot.” With a certain amount of 
production required for the show, she noted the 
helpfulness of folks such as Steven Peacock. 
Buttimer felt proud to be hosting her organiza-
tion’s event in her own church. 
 
The Fredericton Choral Society and the Fred-
ericton Symphony Orchestra presented a Saint 
Cecilia’s Day Concert at Wilmot in November. 
“Wilmot Church has played a vital role in the 
City of Fredericton as an important concert 
space,” says Richard Hornsby, one of the con-
ductors for Saint Cecilia’s. He continues, 
“There are so many attributes that are appreci-
ated by the music community: a large rectan-
gular wooden structure with a wrap-around 
balcony resulting in perfect acoustics; accom-
modations made which increased the space for 
performers; the overall atmosphere and close 
proximity of performers to the audience; and 
the partnership of the church itself with the 
community.”  

The Shivering Songs Festival began in 2011 
when the Fredericton trio Olympic Sympho-
nium wanted a more unique setting to re-
lease their album. Wilmot United Church 
became that setting. The weekend was so 
successful that a festival evolved over the 
years to include renowned artists and sever-
al additional venues.  
 

Zach Atkinson of 
Shivering Songs says, 
“Because that first 
weekend worked so 
well, Wilmot has be-
come the cornerstone 
and home base venue 

of the festival. The people are good to work 
with and there is flexibility in staging differ-
ent types of shows. The Atkinson family 
connections to Wilmot United also made for 
an easy fit. Zach continues, “It is an intimate 
and cozy place especially when we want to 
bring home artists such as Jeremy Dutcher.” 
Some folks in our congregation may re-
member the Dutchers when they attended 
Wilmot many years ago as a young family. 
Jeremy’s sold-out show takes place at Wil-
mot on January 25 as part of the festival. 
For more information on the impressive 
lineup for the 2019 Shivering Songs Festival 
go to shiveringsongs.com. 

We are fortunate that such care was taken in 
the gothic design of Wilmot by English ar-
chitect, Matthew Stead. From the choir loft, 
the sheer beauty and charm of our sanctuary 
is palpable with its colourful stained glass, 
boxed pews, vaulted ceilings and stencil de-
cor by Alex Colville. In sharing this magnif-
icent space with others we open doors, mak-
ing connections beyond our congregation. 
   

☺Carolyn Holyoke 
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Jeremy Dutcher 
 In September Jeremy Dutcher was awarded 
the 2018 CBC Polaris Music Prize for his 
album Wolastoqiyik Lintuwakonawa. The 
prize is awarded to the best full-length Cana-
dian album based on artistic merit regardless 
of genre, sales or record label. Jeremy is a 
member of the Tobique First Nations, grew up 
in Fredericton and studied at Dalhousie Uni-
versity. Now a Toronto-based classically 
trained tenor and composer, he says, “I spent 
five years researching, reviving and reclaim-
ing the songs of my ancestors, making them 
live again” (quote from Polaris Music Prize 
podcast). There has been much excitement 
over this important work featuring 11 ances-
tral songs fused with his classical and pop in-
fluences. Check out Jeremy’s music at 
“jeremydutcher.com” or follow him on 
Facebook. 

☺Carolyn Holyoke 

 
 

The Fredericton Toy Library 
 
The toy library, created 31 years ago in 1987, 
is housed here at Wilmot in the Nursery/
Sunshine Room. It was established as a parent 
co-operative with the goal of providing an al-
ternative to purchasing quality toys. A family 
can sign out a toy per child for 3 weeks at a 
time.  

(Continued on Page 7) 

Richard J. Scott  

Richard J. Scott grew up here at Wilmot and 
participated in many areas of our ministry 
from singing “O Holy Night’ at many Christ-
mas Eve services to serving on a number of 
our Committees including as a treasurer. 
Sadly, Richard passed away in August.  
 
Because of Richard’s dedication to the field of 
law, the Council of the Law Society 
bestowed the 2018 Franklin O. Leger, Q.C. 
Award posthumously upon Richard J. Scott, 
Q.C. on November 23.  “The Franklin O. 
Leger, Q.C. Award is given in recognition of 
outstanding meritorious service, dedication, or 
contribution in accordance with the highest 
ideals of the legal profession. This award, the 
most prestigious conferred by the Law Socie-
ty, is named in honour of Franklin O. Leger, 
Q.C., a distinguished lawyer who has 
Provided exceptional service to the Law Soci-
ety of New Brunswick, the legal profession, 
and the public during his many years of 
practice.” 
 

It is indeed a wonderful recognition of the 

work that Richard did in the field that he so 

passionately enjoyed. A graduate from law 

school once said, “I chose to go to law school 

because I thought that someday, somehow I'd 

make a difference.” Richard J. Scott did just 

that. 

☺Ellen Beairstro 
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We would like to thank all of the volun-
teers, church staff  and supporters, (many of 
whom are anonymous) for playing such an 
important role in Wilmot's Outreach. We 
receive unsolicited thanks and appreciation 
from so many of our guests.  
 
Looking ahead to 2019, we wish you a 
meaningful Christmas and the healthiest 
and best of the New Year 

☺Lynn Mackinnon 

 
Bill, Chris, Gordon and Carol Young 

 
On October 28, we honored the many years 
that Gord and Bill Young have been a part 
of our choir (66 years each). You can hear 
the Message, Serving With Grace, on Pod-
cast as well as listen to them together with 
Gord's son, Chris, lead us in the singing of 
"Though I May Speak" 

☺Ellen Beairstro 

 

(Toy Library continued from Page 5) 

This library is run by volunteers and is open 
each Wednesday and Saturday mornings 
from 10 am to Noon. The fee is $20 plus 
help with the library on a rotational basis. 
For more information call: 
Karen Flinn (474-1534) or 
email fredtoylibrary@gmail.com. 
 

☺Karen Flinn 
 

As the Christmas season approaches, the Out-
reach committee is feeling very thankful and 
appreciative for the congregation's support 
over the past year. With your commitment 
and generosity,  Wednesday @ Wilmot is go-
ing strong with over 40 volunteers offering 
nutritious lunches, food and food vouchers, 
bus tickets, haircuts, health advice from UNB 
student nurses, and other services every 
Wednesday. The Saturday Drop In program is 
active on Saturday evenings providing a warm 
place to socialize and have a meal provided 
by the Abbey Café. In addition to your in-
volvement, Wilmot Outreach programs are 
blessed to have volunteers from other church-
es, including St. Dunstan's, and community 
support from Fredericton Co-op, Victory 
Meat and others. 
 
Your presence at our soup luncheons also pro-
vides Outreach with extra funds to stretch our 
Benevolent and other donations.  Folks who 
come to Wilmot needing a little help with 
their day to day challenges are assisted. 

 
As you may have 
read, our Mitten 
Tree is available 
again this year as 
we provide small 
gifts for the chil-
dren of our new-
comer families to 
Fredericton. And, 
a special reminder 
to mark the 

date  of December 16 for the special Christ-
mas lunch. Outreach will provide the soup to 
compliment delicious sandwiches and sweets. 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH CORNER 
 

Life continues to be busy but so rewarding 
as we all work together with the children 
and youth of Wilmot. Our Sundays have 
fallen into a wonderful routine and I am 
forever complimenting your children on 
what great listeners they are! Sometimes in 
the middle of my story, I become over-
whelmed by the silence as they sit and lis-
ten so attentively.  
 
We have just finished learning a few more 
stories from the Old Testament and will 
now begin our Advent journey towards 
Bethlehem. We have gathered around an 
imaginary fire, have made peace cupcakes. 
We have put our names on slices of wood, 
played games, watched videos and sung a 
few songs. 
We are now busy practicing our poems, 
songs and this year’s play “The Fumbly 
Bumbly Angels” for our Christmas Con-
cert on December 16.   

Once again this year, the Sunday School 
would like to invite you to join with us in a 
new way of doing our “White Gifts”. The 
idea came to us through an article written 
by Krista Lovell for the Virginia Theologi-
cal Seminary Newsletter. We will have a 
container each week to hold our gifts as we 
respond to these questions. No wrappings 
necessary.  

Advent I -Dec 2  
 What food would they need for their 
journey to Bethlehem? (non-perishable food)  
 
Advent 2 – Dec 9 
 What did they need for warmth? 
(hats, gloves, scarves, socks, etc)  
 
Advent 3 – Dec 16   
 How would they care for themselves? 
(toothpaste, toothbrush, deodorant, soap etc) 
 
Advent 4 – Dec 23 
 How would they care for a baby? 
(diapers, wipes, wash clothes etc.)  
 

Our youth have had a number of different 
adventures this Fall. We went to the opening 
game of the UNB Hockey Team, headed off 
to Keswick Ridge to help with tree planting 
with NB Nature Trust (however we ran out 
of time). Our Hallowe’en adventure took us 
up into Wilmot’s Bell Tower with John 
Leroux & Jeff Beairsto.  

 
On Nov 11, 100 years after the end of WW l, 
we joined with churches around the world 
ringing the bell 100 times for peace. We con-

(Continued on Page 8) 
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ducted a Youth Ser-
vice that continues 
to receive such posi-
tive comments. We 
have gathered 
around the kitchen 
counter and had 
some great discus-
sions. 
 
 
 
 

Our Congregational Swim this year was in 
loving memory of the late Virginia MacDon-

ald. Virginia was a lifetime supporter of chil-
dren and youth. Over the years, Virginia 
would save money to be used for a ‘fun time’ 
for them. What was left over at the end of the 
year, she would carefully put aside for another 
time. When Virginia passed away, little bags 
of money were found tucked away here and 
there. Her husband the Rev. Ian MacDonald, 
graciously donated them to us to be used to 
support some ‘Fun times’. Well, Virginia 
would have been pleased as the squeals of 
children, youth, parents, grandparents and 
families filled the Fredericton Pool in early 
November. Thanks you so much, Ian. 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to 
me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as 
these that the kingdom of heaven be-
longs.” (Matthew19:14)  
 
How fortunate we are to have so many young 
people bringing life, laughter, wisdom and 
love to Wilmot.  
  

Blessings to all our readers from the chil-
dren, youth, their leadership team & Ellen. 

See you on December 16th  
 

  

 

 
Congratulations to Matthew Chase who is the 
2018 recipient of the Wendy Topolski Memo-
rial Scholarship.  Named in memory of our 
dear Wendy Topolski and funded by her fami-
ly, the scholarship competition is open to post
-secondary students from Woolastook Presby-
tery who have been active in their home Unit-
ed Churches.  Matthew is a student at NBCC 
Moncton and was one of several strong appli-
cants. 
 
Nathan Gorey and Matthew Chase are co-
recipients of the Helen A. Young Memorial 
Scholarship for 2018.  This scholarship is in 
memory of a former Wilmot UCW President 
and is for one or more deserving post-
secondary students from active Wilmot fami-
lies.  Nathan is a first-year science student at 
UNB, an active member of Wilmot’s handbell 
choir and a former Wilmot door supervisor.  
Matthew is a first-year business student at 
NBCC Moncton, a former Wilmot door su-
pervisor and for the past three summers a 
Wilmot tour guide.  
 
Congratulations and best wishes to these two 
deserving youth members of Wilmot. 

☺Judy Luton 

Scholarships Awarded 
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services, Salmon dinner and a Housecleaning 
voucher.  Donations of talent is an area we 
hope to grow in future auctions. 
 
Some of the unique items in the live auction 
that raised some serious dollars included a 
vintage Fredericton fire department helmet, 
some pristine old crocks, a Depression glass 
bowl, an antique pine dresser, an electric train 
set, and a one-of-a-kind toddler sportscar with 
U-Haul trailer. 

 
The event was a solid fundraiser with over 
$6200 realized as net profit.  As important 
was the fun that everyone seemed to be hav-
ing whether they were actively involved in the 
bidding, standing as a spectator or tracking 
purchases so that check-out ran smoothly for 
successful bidders settling their accounts.   
Thank you to everyone who was involved in 
any way to make the day such a success!  

Let’s do it again in 2020!! 

☺Judy Luton 

Auction 2018:  A wrap! 
 
Another Wilmot Auction has come and gone!  
Many lovely donations of talent and treasures 
came in for the Auction over the past four 
months culminating in over 300 quality auc-
tion lots up for bids on November 24th.   

On auction day we 
opened our doors to 
many bidders from 
Wilmot and the wid-
er Fredericton com-
munity, a large team 
of Wilmot volun-
teers, the profession-
al auctioneering tal-
ent of Mark Sloat, 
and the aroma of cin-
namon muffins from 
the kitchen where the 
UCW were operating 
a canteen. 

 
At the Silent Auction tables where over 100 
auction lots were on display, there were some 
lovely gifts of talent from our congregation up 
for bids including an Irish Ceilidh, Meditation 
training, Piano/accordion lessons, Handyman 
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Fundraising and 
tables:  UCW’s busy 

Fall 
 
 
 

Wilmot United Church Women (UCW) are 
completing a very busy fall of fundraising: 
 
With a rummage sale,  

A pie making/sale, 

 
 
 
 
Running a  
canteen at the 
Auction, 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
And a Bake and 
New-to-you sale.   
 
 
 
 

At press time we anticipate that we will raise 
more than $6000 total from these various 
events and are looking forward to a relaxing 
social at our potluck dinner together.  
 
A purchase that we made this fall that many 
Wilmoters have already spotted in use in the 
gym is a trolley with 20 new folding tables.  
This represents a gift of $3400 to the Church 
and is also a gift for the backs of all who set 
up and dismantle the gym for special sit-down 
events. 
 
Wilmot UCW is open to all women of Wilmot 
United Church.  We resume our regular 
monthly meetings in January.  Please consider 

joining us! 

☺Judy Luton 

Mitten Tree & 
Christmas 
Hampers 

for new arrivals in 
Fredericton 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE MITTEN TREE is back! The tree will 
be up each Sunday in the gym from 
November 18 to December 2 or until the 
mittens are gone. There will be 103 paper 
mittens on the tree, each mitten representing a 
gift for a child, (age 0 – 12). These children 
have moved to Fredericton with their refugee 
families over this past year. The families have 
come from many different countries such as 
Congo, Eritrea, Rwanda, Burundi, Senegal, 
Gambia, China, Iraq, Iran, and Syria. 
 
HERE’S HOW YOU CAN HELP. Take a 
mitten from the tree. Return the mitten with a 
gift, unwrapped, to the church no later than 
Dec 9. We do ask that the gifts of toys be 

(Continued on Page 12) 
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Youth Group Garden Lights – Solar Garden Tea Lights 
crafted by Greg Black for a fund raising project for the 
Youth Group are available from Ellen or any member of 
the Children and Youth program, and from the Church Of-
fice, $20.00 each.  An accompanying card with poem and 
garden photo is attached to the elegant cup handles.  You 
can also contribute your own tea cups to have them made 
into tea lights so that you will have a sentimental gift to 
give to a relative or friend, or just to have as a keep-
sake.  These make a unique gift for any occasion.  

2019 United Church Calendars – They are $7.00 this 
year.  Buy one for yourself or give to a family member 
or friend with a note saying “You are remembered 365 
days a year!”  They are available at the church office.  

Sponsor a Worship Bulletin in 2019 in honour of someone on 
your list and let them know that they will be thought of by 
their church family during worship.  
 
This is the Wilmot Church bulletin cover for 
November 25, 2018 

Buy a poinsettia for the sanctuary for Christmas and 
take it to someone on your list after the service to let 
them know that they shared the beauty of their gift from 
you with others. 
 

Ideas for Christmas Gifts 
(Gifts that Give Twice) 

(Continued on Page 12) 
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Please consider keeping the Fair 
Trade cupboard set up in the gym 
after church on Sunday by purchas-
ing olive oil, teas and other specialty 
products. Supporting Fair Trade is an 
important way of ensuring that the  
maximum benefit returns back to the 
providers of these goods.   

Purchase a copy of Maggie’s Muffin 
Mania, 150 recipes for Canada’s 150th from 
UCW members for $15.00 and give to your 
favourite cook.  

Faces of New Brunswick by Keith 
Minchin is a keepsake book to be treasured 
by a recipient for many years.  Available at 
the church office for $30.00.   

(Hampers continued from Page 11) 

 
new. You may make a cash donation any Sunday writing on the 
envelope that the money is for the Christmas Hamper Program. You can 
help with wrapping gifts. The dates this will be announced at a later 
time.  
 
Gift suggestions: Each mitten represents a gift for a child 12 and under. 
These gifts, (age appropriate new toys/games) are to range in value from 
$15-$25. 
 
Volunteers: Volunteers are needed for gift-wrapping, There will be sign 
up sheets for volunteers at the Mitten Tree or contact Rita Roach at 
206-2948 or Elaine Kenyon at 455-7954. Thank you for your support!  
  

☺Elaine Kenyon 
 

(“Gifts” continued from Page 11) 


