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What’s New in The United
Church? Everything!
January 1st has come and gone and now
we are one month into our new life as
the United Church. After any birth,
there must be a naming. As we pondered a new name for our Region, we
looked at the suggestions that had been
submitted and also at the names chosen
by some of the other Regions. We could
see that there were at least two ways of
approaching this task: describe the geographic location of the region, or choose
a name that is more creative, poetic and
imaginative.
As the Commission turned the question
over and over, we chose to move away
from binary thinking - either/or, and
look at a more inclusive approach.
(How very United Church!) Eventually,
we chose two of the suggested names
and put them together: Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters.
Fundy-St. Lawrence allows everyone to
locate us within the vast landscape of
Canada. Dawning Waters comes from a
translation of the Aboriginal word
'Wabanaki': "People of the First Light"
or "People of the Dawn land". It
acknowledges our presence on traditional lands and also evokes our love of
God's Creation. Finally, we believe that
'Waters' speaks deeply to all of us who
call ourselves Christians and who live
on Canada's East Coast. Our Region
includes the pastoral charges in New
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island
plus the pastoral charges of Gaspé-CapAux-Os, New Carlisle and New Richmond, in Quebec. There are approxi-

mately 116 pastoral charges in our Region.
The 13 members of the Transition Commission have been working on budgets,
naming priorities, assessing staffing needs,
writing job descriptions and hiring appropriate staff under the capable leadership of
our Executive Minister Rev. Faith MarchMacCuish.
Structural Changes
Previously, Presbyteries handled everything related to ministers, with some help
from Conferences. In the new structure,
the Office of Vocation — based in General
Council but with additional regional staff
— is in charge of ministry candidacy,
standards and discipline. Regions are overseeing the hiring, handling and care of individual ministers, and supporting the volunteer ministry and personnel committees
that are on the front lines in local communities of faith.
The Office of Vocation’s staff, volunteer
board and six candidacy commissions are
already in place. The 16 Regions have all
hired staff for pastoral relations work, and
some have also hired people to work on
mission and programs. Most regional staff
members previously worked for a Conference or Presbytery. That cut severance
costs and meant there were very few open
job searches for new staff.
Our Regional Staff
The Regional Minister will assist the Regional Council to serve, support and provide oversight, to Communities of Faith.
The minister will give pastoral relations
support toward health, joy and excellence
in ministry practice to Ministry Personnel.
Our regional Minister is Rev. Kendall Harrison.
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The Minister for Justice and Mission gives
leadership, administrative and program support to all appropriate bodies within the Region for Justice and Mission. There is one
Minister for Justice and Mission shared
among Region 14, 15, and 16, this is Laura
Hunter.
The Minister of Youth and Young Adults
maintains, supports, and encourages, youth
and young adults, and their leaders in learning, discerning and living a Christian faith.
There is one Minister for Youth and Young
Adults shared among Region 14, 15, and16,
this is Lauren King.
Archives/Records/Avel Manager: Provides
records, archives, and Avel management.
There is one part-time position shared across
Region 14 and 15, this is Sarah Wallace.
The Office Manager/Administrative Support
person sets the day-to-day activities that are
related to financial planning, records keeping and billing, personnel, physical distribution and logistics in the Regional Office and
provides administrative support to the Regional Minster. Our Office Manager/
Administrative Support person is Jennifer
Whittemore.
Part time Administrative Support/Office
Manager Assistant provides administrative
support to the Regional Minister for Region
15, and shared administrative support for
Minister for Justice and Mission, and the
Minster for Youth and Young Adults and
assists with the office administration work
in the Regional Office 14 and 15. This is
Tracey Rose.

Program Assistant to Executive Minister:
This person provides lead administrative
support to the Executive Minster of the Regional Councils 14, 15 and 16, this is Jennifer Taylor.
Executive Minister: Rev. Faith MarchMacCuish provides leadership, counsel and
support for the governance and administration of the Regional Council, supervises
staff of the Regional Council, and engages

the Regional Council in the priorities and decisions of the General Council. She is our Executive Minister for Region 14, 15 and 16.
Stewardship and Gifts Officer is Rev. Roger
Janes. He provides Stewardship Staff support
and resources in the areas of Congregational
Stewardship & Giving; Mission & Service
and Planned Giving.
Wilmot United Church will have 4 delegates
to the Regional Council elected at our AGM.
The inaugural Regional Council Meeting will
occur at Mount Allison University, May 2326, 2019. It will meet annually.
Financial Matters
In the new system, communities of faith like
Wilmot, will send tax-like money directly to
General Council, which uses it to pay its governance costs and distributes the rest equally
among the Regions to pay for their own. One
hundred percent of money donated to Mission
& Service now goes exclusively to mission
work — meaning that on the whole, the
church should be able to spend more on mission and ministry. Regions have the option to
collect additional money directly from their
own communities of faith, but are trying to
avoid that.
At the local level, one of the most contentious
issues in the restructuring project was the
amount of money each congregation sends to
General Council. These assessments are now
set at 4.5 percent of a community of faith’s
total revenue, not including things like funds
for Mission & Service and refugees, bequests
and property sales. For Wilmot, our payments
go up from $11, 382 to $20,709. To ease the
burden, these communities of faith can increase their old amount by 10 percent each
year for the next three years.
Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters Region
has a Facebook page where you can keep up
to date with developments. I am serving on
the Transition Commission this year until the
first Annual Meeting in late May. At that
point, a new Executive will take charge.
☺Rose-Hanna Gaskin
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during worship services and when the children and youth participate in the service or
during their Christmas pageants.

Sound At Wilmot
You may not have heard about the Walter J.
Beairsto Memorial Service Recording Ministry
but you certainly have heard what it supports.
The Sunday worship service sound, the weekly
worship service podcast available on Wilmot
Church’s website, the CD recordings of worship
services that are available on request and the
CD recordings of funerals and memorial services held at Wilmot that are provided to the
families are all examples of this ministry at
work.

In conjunction with the Trustees’ Property
Committee, we are also investigating the
purchase of a system that will live broadcast
the worship services within the Sanctuary
such that individuals wearing specific hearing aids can have the sound played directly
in their ears. This should make enjoying our
services much better for people who are
hard of hearing.
These are exciting changes which could
open up new opportunities for worship services. Thanks to all those people, both today
and in the past, who have supported this important ministry.
☺Craig Frame

The equipment and supplies necessary to make
this sound ministry work are supported by the
Walter J. Beairsto Memorial Service Recording
Ministry fund, the Beairsto family and a number
of designated gifts from various supporters of
Wilmot United Church. All of this support is
very much appreciated and helps to keep this
important part of our church ministry going.
Recently, with the help of these funding
sources, we have begun to modernize our sound
equipment. We just purchased a new CD player
which also allows us to play music from USB
drives and Bluetooth enabled devices. Soon we
will be buying a new digital mixing board. Our
current board allows 8 inputs which are already
fully used. The new board will handle 32 inputs
giving us much needed room to expand. With
the purchase of some new specific types of microphones we will soon be better able to capture
sound when choirs sing on the floor rather than
the choir loft, when the handbell choir plays

Have you ever seen a black “fly”? Sure you
have! Have you ever seen a house “fly”?
We all have! But have you ever seen a pancake “fly”? I didn’t think so. Well if you
want to see a pancake “fly” right off the
griddle on to your plate (along with a few
extras) join us for our Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper on March 5th between 5 and
6:30. And of course before you start eating
you will want to see the butter “fly” all over
those pancakes. And after you “fly” away
from this wonderful meal you will certainly
not feel like a “fly” weight.
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Dennis Mwafulirwa

Dennis assists Nancy with
computers concerns.
Recently Dennis Mwafulirwa and Jack
Oudemans were featured on the front page of
the Gleaner as an example of two generations
helping each other. For over a year Dennis
has been a tenant of Jack’s. It is a convenient
location for him, and he has become Jack’s
great companion, driving him to the Boyce’s
market and to church, shoveling, helping him
in the kitchen. Because we are neighbours, he
helps me too.

International Institute connected with St. FX,
and Dennis determined to go there. He
graduated with majors in Development
Studies and Political Science.
His intention was to get an MA in
international development, but his manager at
the Student Career Centre advised him to look
into social work, that he would make a good
social worker. He liked the idea and so
applied to a Postgraduate Bachelor Degree in
Social Work at St. Thomas University,
obtaining it a year ago. In 2020 he is planning
to study at Memorial University for a Master
of Social Work. One of the program entry
requirements is for the student to complete
two years of postgraduate social work
experience. Dennis is now working as a
counsellor for Horizon Health Networking in
its Addictions and Mental Health program,
the mobile crisis unit. Mental health and
addictions is a new field in Malawi, but it’s
much needed. That makes pursuing this career
more exciting as he will be able to contribute

Dennis, now 38, came to St. Francis Xavier
University in Nova Scotia from Lilongwe,
Malawi in 2009. Lilongwe is the capital of
Malawi, a land-locked African country. Lake
Malawi accounts for a third of the country, is
the fourth largest freshwater lake in the
world, home to the most species of any lake.
Dennis’ mother was a teacher and his father
an electrical engineer. He wanted Dennis to
follow in his footsteps, but after two years of
studying engineering, Dennis realized he was
more interested in working with people. In
high school he had been involved in Boy
Scouts and other youth work. His passion to
work with people has continued to grow:
“that’s why I ended up here” and he smiles.
At first he was interested in international
development. His friend was at Coady

Dennis “enjoying” a Canadian winter

(Continued on Page 6)
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(Dennis continued from Page 5)

to the work in Malawi. Getting this job and
finding a place to stay with Jack was “an act
of God.”
Both his parents have passed away. He has
five siblings. He is married and has two sons.
He does Facetime with his family every week.
But “it is difficult.”
His childhood was a happy one, with many
neighbourhood children to play soccer with.
He lived among an extended family with
grandparents and “a bunch of cousins” which
made life enriching. Malawi is a safe country,
peaceful. The climate is such that crops can
be cultivated year round. Although Lilongwe
has a much larger population than
Fredericton, the two cities are similar in that
both are divided by a river. Because they are
both capitals, they have similar appropriate
infrastructure.
Jack and I are grateful for his help, especially
during this cruel winter.
☺Nancy Bauer

Children and Youth
On December 16, Wilmot’s sanctuary was
filled with families and friends waiting for the
Christmas Concert to begin. I smiled as I
thought back over the weeks leading up to
that Sunday because bringing our very busy
children & youth together for a rehearsal is
always a challenge and this year was no
different. they are amazing and once again
helped bring the Christmas Spirit into all our
hearts as they shared their gifts so willingly.
Beginning the Christmas Concert with music
from “Glee” - We Need a Little Christmas as
Livia Wilson danced - was certainly uplifting.
Have a listen and you, too, will feel the
energy of the song and of our younger
generation. “www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ZHoHc5tv8D0” The hour slipped by so
quickly as children, youth and young adults
flawlessly shared the meaning of Christmas

Livia Wilson dances to
We Need a Little Christmas
with us. There were moments of laughter and
moments of ‘awe’. There were those
moments when we smiled and moments
when we became overwhelmed by the music
that filled the sanctuary. Some of our younger
children bravely stood up at the mic and
spoke for the very first time before the
congregation. There was even a little one
who changed his mind about being on the
chancel and decided simply to have the
closest person catch him as he allowed
himself to fall off the stage. The play...the
chimes...the singing...the spirit – it was all
there. As the service was drawing to a close,
the voice of Rose Messenger filled the
sanctuary with “O Holy Night” and the
congregation sat motionless. Another

Livia Wilson, Sydney Wilson
and Tait Leroux
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warm handknit socks, mitts, hats, scarves
and even a few baby blankets. Having
watched their YWCA – a facility that
reaches out to so many including providing
transitional housing for families - burn to
the ground in October, they were more than
appreciative.

Garrett Seymour (Joseph), Julie Atkinson (Mary) and Charlie Seymour
(Baby Jesus).

As the door closed on 2018, I looked back at
a year filled with the love, the compassion,
the joy and the wisdom of all ages. With a
new year beginning comes the excitement of
planning even more wonderful moments to
share with the Sunday School and the Youth
Groups - storytime, singing, cooking,
skating, sleigh ride, swimming….the list
goes on. I feel continually blessed to be able
to share a little piece of your children and
youth’s journey through life. It is indeed a
gift. Don’t forget our next Youth Service will
be on March 24.
☺Blessings from Ellen and our children,
youth & young adults.

beautiful service leaving a Christmas warmth
in the hearts of all who were present.

On Christmas Eve, at the 4:00 Children’s
Service, the great grandchild of Marjorie
Atkinson, Charlie Seymour, played the role
of Baby Jesus. Marj, who passed away earlier
in the year, would have been so proud to see
‘her’ wee little one lying in the manger
sleeping so peacefully as the eyes of all the
children watched him in awe – as the
shepherds did on that first Christmas Eve. It
was one of the sacred moments that words
can not describe. The 7:00 service also saw
several of our youth involved including
Jamie Heard, Sam & Lily Porter along with
Matthew Messenger presenting a play filled
with humor as well as the deeper meaning of
Christmas.
In December, wanting to help the vulnerable
here in Fredericton, the children and youth
decided to give up their Sunday School
rooms to provide space for the items coming
in to support Fredericton’s Out of the Cold
Program. As well, we once again sent off a
few boxes to Yellowknife – boxes filled with

Though
we don’t have the exact dates yet we will be
having a book sale in May. Books being
donated for the sale can be left on the stage
after the Spring Rummage Sale is completed
on Saturday April 27th.

Wednesday’s at Wilmot
It is said a picture (in this case a video) is
worth a thousand words. To view a
wonderful video on our Wednesday’s at
Wilmot paste the address below into your
browser. It is a private video so you need a
password which is - wilmot.

https://vimeo.com/221452137
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Wilmot “expected high standards from the
choir members.” The organ had come from
England in 1845 and had been rescued during
the fire.

Joseph Risteen and
Anthony Lockwood Jr.
You might be aware of the current media discussion about the demolishing of the former
Risteen Sash and Door Factory building at
102 Queen Street on the corner of Smythe.
It was first built in 1820 as a home for Anthony Lockwood Senior, one of the first cut stone
buildings in the province. Peter Thomas and
Nicholas Tracy tell the incredible story of
Lockwood, the Surveyor General of New
Brunswick, in Master & Madman. He was
passionate about music, and the writers speculate that this interest created a friendship with
Lieutenant Governor Stracey Smyth whose
passion was also music.
His son, Anthony Lockwood Junior, “gave
piano lessons and played the organ at the
Methodist church.” Anita Jones writes in The
Story of Wilmot United Church that at the
dedication in December 1852 of the new
church built after the fire, “The choir then performed Beethoven’s Hallelujah to the Father,
accompanied by organist Anthony Lockwood.
Mr. Lockwood, a member of the Church of
England, was an employee of the Crown Land
Office, and was living in Fredericton until at
least the 1871 census.” The choir was under
the direction of Lemuel Wilmot. As a boy he
had been trained in music and singing by General Smyth as probably had young Lockwood.

In 1870 Joseph C. Risteen bought the burned
out shell of the stone building, added a wood
extension, and turned the whole into a door
and window factory. It made the windows
and doors of Gallery 78 and many other
downtown buildings. Risteen planted a walnut tree there, now one of only about 100 in
the province and the largest. He built a house
next door for his family; his great grandson
Carl Risteen still lives there.
The current discussion of the building reminded me of a pleasant evening I spent
years ago at the UCW listening to Joseph
Risteen’s daughter, Dorothy Risteen Mills,
reading from her father’s fascinating diary.
Risteen had kept a diary for many years,
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describing his daily walk downtown, his
conversations on the way, the weather, the
news of the day.
Under the heading of “Significant People”,
Jones writes that Joseph Risteen described in
his diary the steeple being built inside the
tower and then raised. “Later I placed the
sittings for the choir in the end gallery and
where the first (old) church was placed....I
belonged to the choir at the time.” These
must be in the balcony in the back of the
church. He himself had made these pews—
“sittings”. His obituary states that he was
always interested in the work of his church
and was “a liberal contributor to all branches
of the society’s endeavors. He was a man of
strong character and upright in all his dealings.”
Dorothy passed his diaries on to her daughter
Dorothy Mills Vaughan. Ron Vaughan tells
us that after his wife’s death, he donated
them - two suitcases full- to the Provincial
Archives. They are transcribing them, will
digitalize them, and will make a hard copy
for Ron to have. There are many references
to Wilmot. He promises that we can have a
look at the copy when it is finished. Dorothy
Vaughan and their daughter Susan were in
the choir for many years, and Ron is on the
Board of Trustees.
☺Nancy Bauer

Risteen Building Today

Bishop’s House – Out of the Cold
Shelter for Homeless
When Bishop’s House opened at the end of
November, they approached us at Wilmot to
be a holding centre for supplies. An appeal
went out to the community and the response
was immediate and generous. Individuals
and community organizations all went to the
needs list and purchased pillows, bedding,
towels, personal care products, cleaning supplies, hats, mitts, socks and clothing. Bishop’s House was up and running and well
supplied with all they needed to get the
homeless in out of the cold during the night.
But then the question arose around where
they spend their time during the day. Doors
open at 8 p.m. but the clients must leave by
7:30 the next morning. On the bitterly cold
days they must find a place where they can
find shelter from the elements. Some will
spend time at the Community Health Clinic,
others will go to the library and they can stop
into King’s Place for short periods of time.
The idea for a daytime warming centre/dropin came up and we approached the other faith
organizations in the downtown area to see if
they would be interested in working with us.
So, we canvassed for volunteers from the
different congregations and the week of February 11th we opened our first drop-in. With
the help of Brunswick Street Baptist Church,
Christ Central Church and Wilmot we have
been able to find locations where these folks
can get in out of the cold for an hour or two,
have a warm drink and light snack and play
cards or other games and activities. Brunswick Street Baptist Church holds the
(Continued on Page 10)
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(Bishop’s House continued from Page 10)
Monday drop-in at Barnabas House, Wilmot
covers Tuesdays and Thursday afternoons, the
Wednesday at Wilmot team welcomes everyone in for lunch on Wednesdays and Christ
Parish Church is opening two Tuesdays in
February and March from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
for fellowship and a light lunch. It is taking
some time for the folks to get familiar with
where we are and what we do but last Thursday we had 15 people in. This winter has
been especially severe, and these folks are appreciative of all the help they have received.
It is our hope that we won’t have to do this
next year and that the homeless problem in
Fredericton will be solved. Until then we will
continue to work together to provide warmth
and nourishment to those who are homeless in
our community.

moving to Fredericton, she has skated with
the Fredericton Amateur Speed Skating Club.
Colton Gough son of Kevin Gough and
grandson of Linda and Peter Gough, is a
grade 10 student at FHS. He started skating
at 3 years old and competitive speed skating
at age 5 1/2 with the Fredericton Club. His
first competition was at Fredericton. Last
year at the Canada East Canadian Championships at Levis QC, Colton was on the NB relay team that won a silver medal.

☺Rita Roach

2019 Canada Winter Games
Red Deer, Alberta
Alyssa Rusk, granddaughter of Kathleen
Cruttenden, is a grade 12 student at FHS. She
started speed skating at four years of age in
Cambridge Bay, Nunavut. Her first competition was in Yellowknife. Since 2009, after

New Brunswick men’s short-track team
earned bronze in the 3,000 metre event on
Friday, February 22 at the 2019 Winter
Games in Red Deer.
From left: Conor Murray, Tyler MaGee,
Colton Gough and Anthony Cormier Losier.

Cristin and Chris Aalders son Logan is representing NB at the Canada Winter Games. In
the following article Chris introduces his son
and wheelchair basketball in our city.

Alyssa Rusk and Colton Gough
Short Track Speed Skaters

Since Logan has been around 2 1/2 years old,
he has been surrounded by wheelchair basketball. He would come out to watch me
play in tournaments and any chance he had to
sit and push in a chair he would. He very
much looked forward to his 8th birthday because he was finally old enough to join my
recreational youth wheelchair basketball
group. He continued to play and encourage
the other team members for four more
years. Once he turned 12 years old, he was
able to join the Elm City Wheelchair Sports
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been my pleasure to watch and help mold
him into the impressive young man that he
has become.
Thanks for your interest in promoting our
great athletes.
☺Chris Aalders
Interestingly, Kieran Hanson, grandson of
Dana and Phyllis Hanson is also competing
but as a member of the BC Long Track
Speed Skating Team.

News

Logan Aalders

Division 2 team (Fredericton Thunder) of the
Maritime Wheelchair Basketball League
which I coach. He has played in this league
for 4 years and has managed to become a
member of the Elm City Wheelchair Sports
Division 1 team (Fredericton Lightning), and
a key impact player for the Division 2
team. He has been awarded the Maritime
Wheelchair Basketball League's Most
Sportsmanlike Award, and MWBL's Division 2 All Star team for the last 2 years. Last
year he competed in his first National competition in Montreal as a member of Team
NB. This year he has been honored to represent NB at the Canada Winter Games as a
wheelchair basketball athlete.
Logan is a very dedicated athlete, who will
always give his best whether it is on the
court, on the bench, or off court. He has had
a positive impact on our club and with our
athletes. Through his encouragement and
example, many members have been able to
push themselves and not give up. It has

Most all women in the congregation were
recently invited to contribute to our annual Foodless Food Sale which is our first
fundraiser of the winter season. It’s basically a bake sale without the need to bake anything! All contributors are asked to give cash
or cheque for the price it would cost to make
a pan of squares or a couple dozen cookies. All contributions are tracked and will be
included on your charitable receipt from Wilmot next February. It’s not too late to support this sale for 2019. We accept cheque
(payable to Wilmot UCW) or cash in an envelope marked UCW Foodless Food
Sale. Please place the envelope on the offering plate Sunday morning or drop off at the
Church office. Thank you all for your wonderful support of this project year after year.

Our annual Spring Rummage Sale will be
held Friday April 26th from 3-6 and Saturday
April 27th from 9-12 noon in the gym. Items
are now being accepted! Please drop off
your donations of spring/summer clothing,
linens and household goods on the gym
stage. This is always a major fundraiser for
UCW that brings in about $2500 each spring
for charitable projects that we help support.
☺Judy Luton
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Endeavours Pride Heroes Project
In celebrating Pride 2018, my husband and I
wanted to do so in a meaningful way. We
have enjoyed such privilege and progress, as
LGBTQ2+ people living in Canada over the
last few years. While it has not come without
challenge or struggle for either of us, we feel
immense privilege to be able to live in a time
and a place that has had unparalleled rights
and protections for our LGBTQ2+ community. We recognize; however, that social and
political climates can be fickle and changing.
We have witnessed that fact recently in the
global political landscape. And, this worries
us. Like many of our LGBTQ2+ siblings, we
wonder if we will always experience the
freedom and safety that we currently do. But
we are prepared to fight to keep this freedom.
It is in that vein that the original idea for this
Portrait Project was born; it grew from there.
Behind this project, there are three main concepts, the ideas of honour, inspiration, and
education. Growing up before the 2000s, neither my husband, nor I, really had an
LGBTQ2+ role model to look up to or to inspire us. Still today, positive LGBTQ2+ role
models are hard to come by. Even so,
through engaging this project we have found
seven Heroes, people who we can look up to.
And so, the first goal behind this project is to
honour those Heroes we have now found.
People like Dr. Lynne Gouliquer and Dr.
Carmen Poulin, two women who have
worked tirelessly to bring about a National
Apology to LGBT Military, RCMP, and civil
service workers who were purged from their
positions in an insidious systematic way.
They were joined by Colleen Calvert, retired

Master Warrant Officer
Colleen Calvert
Master Warrant Officer, who despite also
living through the Military Purge, was able to
maintain a successful military career, earning
numerous awards and honours. We found
Chief Leanne J. Fitch, the Chief of Police for
the Fredericton Police Force, who also experienced the interrogations and discrimination
of the Purge in the Fredericton Police Force
but overcame those obstacles to become the
first female Chief of Police in Atlantic Canada. Chief Allan Polchies Jr., of St. Mary’s
First Nation has risen in the community as a
leader as the first two-spirit Chief in Atlantic
Canada. We learned of Gail Costello, who
has worked tirelessly in the education sector
to bring about Gay-Straight Alliances to New
Brunswick schools and to provide guidance
and leadership in education for LGBTQ2+
inclusivity and sensitivity. Finally, we met
Dr. Adrian Edgar, a man whose life work has
been to bring about relevant and sensitive
healthcare to LGBTQ2+ patients in ways that
will adequately meet their needs, while maintaining each person’s dignity.
These are our heroes.
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we are selling these paintings with part of the
proceeds going to Rainbow Railroad, a Toronto-based organization that works to help
save LGBTQ2+ refugees from statesanctioned violence across the world. There
are many places across the globe where
Pride activities are still riots and protests, in
the same way that our Pride celebrations
originated. Our Pride Heroes project is a nod
of solidarity and an outstretching of our
hands to support our LGBTQ2+ siblings
around the world.

Dr. Adrian Edgar
These are the people we have come to celebrate. It is important to make our heroes visible, so that we can inspire young LGBTQ2+
folks and educate the broader community on
where our history lies and the work that has
been done to bring us to where we are today.
It’s important to give voice to LGBTQ2+ experiences, to hear the pain that has been, to
honour the journeys that have been walked,
and to celebrate the successes that have been
lived.
From time to time, we are asked the question
“Why Pride?” or “Do we still need Pride?”
While we do now have many rights in Canada, we still have LGBTQ2+ kids who are
kicked out of their homes, by their parents,
because of their gender or sexuality. In Canada. In New Brunswick. My response to questions like that is: We do Pride until the last
LGBTQ2+ kid is kicked out of their home.
Until that day, we have work to do, and we
will Pride.
That’s where this project fits in. We still have
LGBTQ2+ youth who need something or
someone bigger than themselves, who they
can look up to and aspire to. And this is why

It is with these themes and influences that we
welcome you to visit the Endeavours Pride
Heroes Project while it is exhibited at Government House in the gallery there. The
show will remain up until the end of March.
Our sincere thanks go to our Heroes for having the courage to be who they are, despite
the cost. Our thanks also to our talented artists: Braelyn Cyr, Victoria Moon Joyce, Austin Masneri, Peter McComb, Tojuba
Olatunde, and Natalie Sappier. Your works
are both aesthetically pleasing and meaningful. Your pieces have become part of something bigger than yourselves, together. And it
moves us.
Thank you for your support of this important
project!
☺Project Director: Tyler Randall

Chief Leanne J. Fitch

Page 14 Words from Wilmot

Book Reviews
are confronted by similar issues. Informed,
challenged, and inspired, we not only meet
the historical Jesus, but meet a new Jesus
who engages us and invites us to follow
him.
☺Rose~Hannah Gaskin

The Evolution of Imagination;
Why We Need Religion

The Last Week: What the Gospels
Really Teach About Jesus' Final
Days in Jerusalem
Top Jesus scholars Marcus J. Borg and John
Dominic Crossan join together to reveal a
radical and little-known Jesus. As both authors reacted to and responded to questions
about Mel Gibson's blockbuster The Passion
of the Christ, they discovered that many
Christians are unclear on the details of events
during the week leading up to Jesus's crucifixion.
Using the gospel of Mark as their guide,
Borg and Crossan present a day-by-day account of Jesus's final week of life. They
begin their story on Palm Sunday with two
triumphal entries into Jerusalem. The first
entry, that of Roman governor Pontius Pilate
leading Roman soldiers into the city, symbolized military strength. The second heralded a new kind of moral hero who was praised
by the people as he rode in on a humble donkey. The Jesus introduced by Borg and Crossan is this new moral hero, a more dangerous
Jesus than the one enshrined in the church's
traditional teachings.
The Last Week depicts Jesus giving up his
life to protest power without justice and to
condemn the rich who lack concern for the
poor. In this vein, at the end of the week Jesus marches up Calvary, offering himself as
a model for others to do the same when they

Thirty months ago I ordered Stephen Asma’s The Evolution of Imagination from
Westminster Books and over one year, I
read it twice slowly, deliberately, making
notes, and writing about it. It was a revelation. I even sent Asma an email fan letter,
and he replied! I believe that imagination is
a sacred gift given to allow us to see new
things and thus enrich our lives. Asma does
too, but he makes a book-length, careful,
educated examination of this. He made me
see imagination afresh, where it comes
from, how it works. Step by step he investigates the evolution of imagination until by
page 25 he comes to this definition: “I will
broaden the notion [of imagination] by treating it as a mammalian set of aptitudes
(comprised of bodily gestural lexicons, cognitive representational abilities, perceptual
knowledge, the memory-emotion complex,
cultural mechanisms of informational and
emotional management, and, finally, tactical
decision-making powers.) There will not be
a specific ‘faculty’ that houses all these
powers, but rather a network of interconnecting systems. In this sense, my ‘faculty’
is shorthand for a suite of affective and cognitive capacities.” I have been studying this
creative power for 50 years, in various writers’ groups, in interviews with artists and in
writing about their art, in reading of course,
and in hundreds of casual conversations. In
my own writing—both fiction and non-
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fiction—I’ve been conscious of using the imagination in its widest form, by experimenting
and by trying to ban the cliché. Using Asma’s
book I further investigated it.
Under its influence I wrote a long essay titled
“Write a House.” I took the title from Gaston
Bachelard: “Now my aim is clear: I must
show that the house is one of the greatest
powers of integration for the thoughts, memories and dreams of mankind…. It therefore
makes sense from our point of view to say
that we ‘write a room…’”
I then ordered Asma’s next book, Why We
Need Religion. It wasn’t the revelation that the
first book had been, but what it did do was
systematically investigate the absolute necessity for humankind to believe in some form of
religion. He writes, “For now, we only want
to acknowledge the importance of imagination
as a force of religious life. We’re wrong to
think that the imagination is only a fantasy
fabricator. I will argue throughout this book
that the imagination has epistemic power—
that is to say, power to construct knowledge
and to change behavior. Yes, there is an aspect of imagination that spins unreality, but
there is another aspect that investigates…. The
religious imagination is a mediating faculty
between facts and values on the one hand, and
cognition and affect on the other.” Each of us

must imagine the invisible but important
spiritual aspects of life. We each see God differently. Immersed in these two books, I realized how I imagine God and heaven and how
that determines the way I live my life.
Chapter by chapter Asma examines various
human traits - sorrow, forgiveness, peace of
mind, joy, fear, rage - concluding why religion and the religious imagination are essential to the best use of these.

He is a professor of philosophy at Columbia
College Chicago. He has written 11 scholarly
books and essays in many distinguished publications. He is also an accomplished jazz
musician, a painter and a former practitioner
of Buddhism.
☺Nancy Bauer

Sleigh Ride
Generations ago in New Brunswick and
elsewhere the only means of transportation
in the winter was by horse and sleigh. On
Saturday afternoon, under bright blue skies,
many Wilmonteers returned to those days,
if only for a short time, when they enjoyed
a sleigh ride at Oakland Farm and Lodge in
New Maryland.
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Wrap Yourself in a Quilters’ Gathering
Each month or so there’s a
new quilt being worked on
that has an interesting story
of how it came about and of
course tea is served from
china cups and sweets are
set out including gluten-free
in these more modern times!
Wilmot Quilters are always
a welcoming group as staff
from the Church and from
Big Brothers & Big Sisters
often join in for a cup of tea
along with other members
of the congregation.

We’re on the
web at
wilmotuc.nb.ca
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Some of my fondest childhood
memories are times spent as a 7-year
old at my grandmother’s Red Cross
Quilting Bees. The quilting bees
attracted women from our
community in rural Nova Scotia who
were interested in fellowship,
quilting, charity and of course tea
and sweets served from fine china
part way through the afternoon. My
job was to help serve these
refreshments and I took my
responsibilities very seriously.
A half century later at Wilmot I find
myself making a point of dropping in
on Church-related errands at times
when I know the Quilters are
meeting. Why? It’s not because I’m
an active participant around the quilt
frame but I love the atmosphere of
quilters seated around a quilt as they
quietly direct their needles through
the fabric to produce eye-catching
patterns or enjoy conversation
together.

The quilters also give back to
Wilmot financially. Last year
along with the donations they
received for completing quilts for
various folk and one that was
auctioned off in November, they
held a very successful Tea and
Sale. These projects enabled our
Quilters to give over $4500 to
Wilmot to update the Parlour
ceiling lights and to purchase
some small folding tables to
complement the new long tables
recently gifted by UCW. Be sure
to check them out!
And if you’re looking for an
outing on Wednesday or
Thursday mornings that offers
fellowship, quilting, charity and
refreshments, it’s Wilmot’s
parlour where I recommend you
visit. Needle and thread optional!
☺Judy Luton
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